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THE QUESTION 



CONCERNING 



THE VISIBLE CHURCH, 

BRIEFLY CONSIDERED. 



BY 

B. F. BARRETT. 



“ We must think no man the better for belonging to our communion ; no man the 
worse for belonging to another. ... To confine God’s love or His good Spirit to any 
party, sect, or name, is to sin against the fundamental law of the kingdom of God, to 
break that living bond with Christ’s universal church, which is one of our chief helps 
to perfection.’* Channiko. 



NEW-YORK: 

ROOM 47, BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE; 

AND FOR SALE BY OWS CLAPP, 8 BEACON STREET, BOSTON; 
AND OTHER NEW CHURCH BOOKSELLERS. 

1856. 



Digitized by Google 





Digitized by Google 




INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



Immediately after the publication of my Article on 
the “Visible Church,” in the New Church Repository 
for November, 1855, it was copied entire into the New 
Church Herald, and some seven hundred extra copies 
of the paper containing it, were printed. These, as I 
am informed by the editor, were all very soon ordered 
and distributed, and other orders came which could not 
be filled. 

Since then, several intelligent New Church brethren, 
in whose solid judgment and sincere love of the Church 
I have the fullest confidence, have written me upon the 
subject, earnestly desiring that I would republish that 
Article in a pamphlet form. From some of these letters 
1 take the liberty of extracting the following (omitting 
the names of the authors) as fair samples, and as con- 
veying the purport and substance of the whole. One 
brother writes : 

“ 1 beg leave to offer to you my sincere thanks for the 

gratification I have received from the perusal o£ your remarks 
published in the N. C. Herald on the ‘Visible Church/ I 
have entertained the same views for many years; but I am 
deeply indebted to you for enabling me to see them in a form 
at once lucid, authoritative and conclusive. I write this not 
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only to express my personal obligations to you, but to request 
that the article, which is manifestly of the Divine Providence 
for a momentous crisis, may be given to the public in a pam- 
phlet or tract form, for the widest circulation. It is, in my 
opinion, a work eminently needed by the Church Universal, 
and is the best auxiliary to its true development that has yet 
appeared.” 

Another writes : 

“I have read with much pleasure and satisfaction your 
article published in the November number of the ‘ Repository/ 
I regard it as an unanswerable vindication of the doctrine that 
the New Jerusalem is not a visible Church — that it contains all 
those, and only those, ‘ who are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life,’ and who are known only to our Lord. I hope you may 
feel it to be a work of charity to give this article to the world 
in pamphlet form. It would, I think, be productive of much 
good in the present transition state of the Church.” 

Another writes : 

“ The light that broke in upon my mind while reading your 
article, ‘ Is the Church of the New Jerusalem a Visible Body V 
in the November No. of the N. C. Repository, has led me 
seriously to consider the subject and its importance. It has 
exposed the false security I have tacitly felt in exterior forms 
of worship, and enabled me to see that I am not in the Church 
simply because I am admitted to its altar and bear its name. 
Feeling as I do that it has opened my mind to an important 
and interesting truth, I would suggest whether it would not be 
well to republish the article in a pamphlet form, for more 
general circulation. I will cheerfully contribute my mite 
towards defraying the expense.” 

I have even received encouraging words in regard 
to tjiis Article from side of the water. An 
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intelligent brother, writing me quite unexpectedly from 
London, says : 

“ I need not say how delighted I have been with every word 
of your article in the -November No. of Professor Bush’s Mag- 
azine. It is directly to the point, and exposes with great 
simplicity and clearness the evils under which our friends suffer, 
and the remedy which the Divine Providence has provided for 
them, in a more plentiful infusion of charity. I am truly most 
delighted, and wonder how any one can fail to be instructed and 
convinced. The article is making a great impression here. A 
Glasgow publisher writes to Mr. White to know if he will take 
five hundred copies, in case the other publishes it. Mr. White 
thinks it will have a great sale, and produce the happiest 
effects.” 

Now, had I wanted an excuse for publishing in pam- 
phlet form the Article here referred to, the letters from 
which the above extracts are copied — and I have re- 
ceived others of similar purport — coming as they do 
from entirely independent sources, and from brethren 
whose opinions are worthy of high respect, would have 
furnished one sufficiently ample. But I need no excuse, 
and offer none, for doing what so many of my brethren 
have desired, and what my own feelings incline me to 
do. My principal object in introducing the above ex- 
tracts, is, to show that I am not alone in the belief that 
the question raised, as to whether the true Church of 
the Lord be a visible body , is an important question. 
If I mistake not, it is one which lies back of nearly 
every other of an ecclesiastical character, upon which 
brethren have been divided in opinion, and concerning 
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which there has been any controversy. It is, I think, a 
fundamental question, so far as relates to our ecclesi- 
asticism ; and as such, it ought to receive that patient 
and thorough examination which its importance de- 
mands. It is ea^y to pronounce my position untenable, 
and to declare the views I have expressed in this article 
unsound, and hurtful in their practical tendency. But 
no intelligent New Churchman can expect me or others 
to heed such declaration, however emphatic, unless 
it be supported by adequate evidence. I claim to be 
sincere and honest in the view I have advanced, and in 
the belief that it is the plain and unquestionable teach- 
ing of the Heavenly Doctrines, and of the Word of 
God. I may, however, be mistaken ; for I suppose I am 
just as liable to an honest error of opinion as anybody 
else. And if mistaken, no one would feel more obliged 
than I should, to have my mistake pointed out, and the 
fallacy of my argument and conclusion laid open in the 
light of the Heavenly Doctrines and the Divine Word. 
I assure my brethren, that, whatever they may have to 
offer in the way of argument on the other side of this 
question, shall receive my most respectful attention, if 
offered in a kind and charitable spirit. But I will not 
promise to give attention to any thing offered in a 
different spirit. 

The article, as originally published in the Repository, 
has been considerably enlarged, but I trust has not 
thereby been weakened. The additions, together with 
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a few unimportant verbal alterations, are all the changes 
that have been made. 

Believing that the question here discussed is one of 
considerable importance to all who profess the Christian 
religion, I cannot but hope that this pamphlet may be 
widely circulated, not only among those who receive 
the doctrines of the New Church, but among liberal- 
minded Christians of every name. But I would not 
advise bigots or sectaries to read it, for I do not think 
they would profit thereby. 

B. F. B. 

Brooklyn, Dee, 26 , 1866 . 
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IS THE 



CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM 
A VISIBLE BOM? 



We are not sure but a majority of those who receive the 
doctrines of the New Jerusalem, would answer this question 
in the affirmative. Many, we know, would so answer it. 
Nothing is more common than to meet with expressions in 
professedly New Church publications, which clearly indicate 
a belief that the New Church is a defined and visible body, 
as truly so as the Presbyterian or Roman Catholic Church, or 
any other of the sects in Christendom. Especially in the New 
Jerusalem Magazine, and the New Jerusalem Messenger, such 
expressions are of frequent occurrence ; and if we mistake not, 
many things — perhaps we might say every thing — in the acts 
and proceedings of many of those organized bodies where the 
doctrines of the New Church are believed and taught, point in 
the same direction, and are, indeed, based upon this idea. 

But our reading of the heavenly doctrines has brought us to 
quite a different conclusion. Regarding the New Jerusalem as 
embracing all those, and only those, “who are written in the 

1 * 
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Lamb’s book of life,” and whom no one knows or can know 
but the Lord alone, we are forced to the conclusion that this 
church is not a visible church. 

Before proceeding to offer our reasons for this conclusion, it 
may be expedient, and prevent the liability of being misunder- 
stood, to endeavor first to settle the meaning of the terms 
employed ; or, at least, to explain what we mean by the visible 
churchy and what we suppose is commonly understood by it. 

That there is a sense in which the true church is visible, 
just as there is a sense in which the true God is visible, no 
one, we presume, will pretend to deny. We say that the true 
and living God may be seen in his Word and in his works. 
And this is true in a certain sense ; therefore there can be no 
objection to this form of expression. As Paul says, “The 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world, are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made.” 
God is visible in the works of creation, and in the ways of His 
providence, as an author is visible in his book, or an artist in 
the creations of his genius. And in this sense of visibility, it 
is readily conceded that the Lord’s true church is visible. It is 
seen in the deeds of benevolence and philanthropy, and in the 
various beneficent, wise, and humane institutions scattered in 



such profusion all around us. It is seen in the ten thousand 
acts of kindness and charity in which true heavenly love is 
ever seeking to express itself. But we presume this is not 
what is commonly understood when people talk of “ the visible 
church,” or of the church as a visible body. We suppose every 
one understands that a certain class of persons, known and 



designated by a particular name, ^ and capable, therefore, of 

...... - ... • . . 



being literally seen and nu 



&>what is meant by the 
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visible church. And this class of persons alone must constitute 
the visible church, otherwise its limits would not be defined. 
And a body of people, without any clearly defined limits, or 
people who are not so known and designated by some name, or 
other outward sign, that they can be clearly distinguished from 
all other people, would not be a visible body in the common 
acceptation of visibility. Among the various societies com- 
posing that body of people known as Methodists, for example? 
there are doubtless many individuals who belong to the true 
church. And the same may be said of the societies composing 
Other religious denominations. But we should not think, on 
this account, of calling any one of these denominations “ the 
visible church,” though doubtless something of the church 
really exists among them all. And if we take all the religious 
congregations in Christendom, these together could not, with 
propriety, be called the visible Christian church , any more than 
the angels and the devils, viewed collectively, could properly be 
called the visible heaven ; for there are in these congregations 
many who are not of the church at all; and those who are 
of the church among them, do not stand forth in a body by 
themselves, so as to be seen and recognized, or distinguished 
from those who are not of the church, and with whom they are 
commingled. They are seen and recognized by God, but not 
by man. The body or congregation of people which men see, 
and which is, therefore, called a visible body, is always of a 
mixed character, including some good and some bad people — 
some who are, and some who are not, of the true church or 
kingdom of the Lord. 

After these remarks, we trust no one will misunderstand 
what we mean by the visible church, and presume there will be 
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no difference of opinion on this point We mean a body of 
people known and designated by some particular name — a body 
visible to the eyes of men, whose members may be all seen and 
counted, as may the members of the various Christian sects — 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, or Roman Catholics. 
Is the New Church, signified by the New Jerusalem in the 
Apocalypse, a visible body, in this popular sense of visibility ? 

When we speak of the Church of the New Jerusalem, we 
mean not an imaginary , but a true church. We mean precisely 
that church — and no other — which is foretold and described in 
the twenty-first chapter of the Apocalypse, and into which it is 
declared “ there shall not enter any thing that defileth, and that 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie which words, as explained 
by the Lord’s illumined servant, “ signify, that no one will 
be received into the Lord’s New Church, who adulterates the 
goods and falsifies the truths of the Word, and who does evils 
from confirmation, and thus also falses.” “ No others will be 
received into the New Church, which is the New Jerusalem, 
but they who believe in the Lord, and live according to his 
commandments in the Word.” — A . R . 924, ’5. Now the ob- 
vious inference from this is, that all those who do “ believe in 
the Lord, and live according to his commandments in the Word,” 
will be received into the New Jerusalem. In other words, that 
the Church of the New Jerusalem is actually composed of such 
and of none others, because it is a true church ; for, “ where 
there is doctrine and not life , there is no church,” i. e., no true 
church. — A. R. 923. “ But where men act according to doc- 

trine [i. e ., according to the precepts of the Word], there alone 
the church is.” — A . C. 916. For the Lord’s true church “is 
the church from this, that they live according to the Word , or 
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according to doctrine derived from the Word ; and that doc- 
trine is the rule of life. They who are not such are not of 
the church , but are out of it” however they may possess the 
Word, believe true doctrine, observe the sacraments, and all 
that. — A. C. 6637. “The [true] church consists only of those 
who, from the heart, acknowledge the Divine of the Lord, learn 
truths from Him by the Word, and do them . No others form 
any part of the church whatever .” — Ap. Ex . 388. “ When a 

man is affected with truth for the sake of an end that he may live 
according to it , then the kingdom of the Lord is in him, conse- 
quently he is a church [in the smallest form], and together 
with those who are in like disposition, constitutes the church in 
general.” — A. C. 5826. “A [religious] congregation in gen- 
eral is what is commonly called a church ; but to constitute it a 
church, it is necessary that every individual in the con- 
gregation be A CHURCH.” — A. C. 4292. 

We are brought to the same conclusion by considering who 
are not of the New Jerusalem, according to the testimony of the 
Divine Word ; for all those must be in the New Jerusalem, that 
is, members of the Lord’s true church, who are not out of it. 
And in the Apocalypse it is written, “ For without are dogs, and 
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie” — i. e. without the Holy City. 
But what does this signify ? The revealer of the spirit of the 
Apocalypse says, it “ signifies that no one will be received into 
the New Jerusalem, who makes no account of the command- 
ments of the decalogue, and does not shun any evils there enu- 
merated as sins, and therefore lives in them.” And of course 
the inference is, that all those will be received into the New 
Jerusalem, or are already members of the Lord’s true church, 
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who do make account of the commandments of the decalogue, 
and who do shun as sins the evils therein enumerated. For 
where are any or all of these persons, if not in the New Jerusa- 
lem ? They are not out of it, according to the testimony of 
Holy Writ. Where are they then ? Within , most assuredly, 

if they be not without . Accordingly it is written in the preced- 
ing verse, “ Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city;” which “ signifies, that they enjoy 
eternal felicity, who live according to the Lord’s commandments, 
to the end that they may be in the Lord, and the Lord in them 
by love, and in his New Church by knowledges concerning 
Him.” — A. R. 951. “ Gates signify introductory truths, which 

are knowledges from the Word. The truths and goods of 
heaven and the church are in the knowledges which are derived 
from the Word, whereby introduction into the church is effected.” 
For it is by means of truths from the Word, or of the knowledges 
of truth, such as the written Word contains, and a life according 
to them , that men are really introduced into the church, or 
brought into a true church state, which is a state akin to that 
of the angels. 

Now it is not easy, we think, to mistake the meaning of the 
passages above cited. Nothing can be plainer. We are here 
taught what class of people compose the true church— the church 
of the New Jerusalem — viz., all those “ who believe in the Lord, 
and live according to his commandments in the Word.” The 
only question, therefore, is, whether all of this class of persons, 
while living in the flesh — for we are talking only of people in 
this world— can, by any human wisdom or intuition, be pointed 
out ; whether they can be so segregated, so withdrawn from all 
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others, that they can be seen and counted, and every discerning 
man feel a confident assurance that these are the true church — 
the Lord’s own people. That the Lord’s people are all known to 
Him, no one doubts. But are they known equally to men , and 
this, too, while yet in the flesh ? Can men , by dint of any human 
art or human organization whatever, separate the tares from 
the wheat, or the children of the kingdom from the children 
of the wicked one ? If this can be done, then the Lord’s true 
church may have a defined, visible and distinctive existence : 
defined, because its limits can be easily traced — because the 
people composing it can be accurately numbered ; visible, because 
people who can be numbered, can be seen ; distinctive, because 
people who can be seen and numbered, can easily be separated 
or distinguished from other people. If this were possible, then 
might we define the limits of God’s kingdom on earth. We 
might point to these people and say, u Lo ! here, or lo ! there,” 
is the church. Then might the church be organized, and stand 
forth as distinct, visible, and fully defined, as the empire of 
Russia, or the kingdom of Great Britain. Is this, or any thing 
like this, possible? That is the question — though to every 
reflecting mind, it would hardly seem to be a question ; or, if 
a question, it surely has but one side. For every one knows 
that it is not possible so to separate the children of God from 
the sons of Belial, that we can point to one class, and say, 
“ These are from above and to the other class, and say, “ Those 
are from beneath.” It is not possible always to distinguish the 
good from the bad, the regenerate from the unregenerate, the 
children of God from the children of the devil, in this world. 
And the obvious reason why such a thing is not possible here, is 
because men are for the most part in the state of their externals 
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while in the flesh. Heart s do not always speak on earth, as 
they do in heaven. Men’s internals are usually concealed 
from each other here. You cannot always tell what people 
really are by their outward appearance. And it is not the out- 
ward appearence, but the inward quality of men — the state of 
their hearts , or dominant affections — which determines whether 
they are in or out of the true church of the Lord. And yet 
the outward appearance is all that man can see, and all, there- 
fore, that we have to judge from, in forming an opinion of one’s 
real quality. Agreeably to this, Swedenborg says : 

“ The interior with man in the world cannot appear , until the 
exterior is removed ; for the exterior, with the evil, acts alto- 
gether otherwise than the interior wills and thinks; for man 
feigns what is honest, feigns what is just, and also feigns Chris- 
tian good or charity, and this that it may be believed that he is 
such interiorly.” — A. C. 7046. “The justice and sincerity of 
the spiritual man appear outwardly the same as the justice and 
sincerity of the natural man, and even like that of evil men and 
infernals; but inwardly they are altogether dissimilar. The 
merely natural man lives in outward conformity to the com- 
mandments, in the same manner as the spiritual man”—H. H. 
530, ’31. “It is very important to remember that the quality 
of man is determined by his interiors alone [which are known 
only to the Lord], and not by his exteriors separate from his 
interiors ; because the interiors are of the spirit, and the life of 
man is the life of his spirit, for the body lives from the spirit. 
Hence, therefore, the quality of man as determined by his inte- 
riors, remains to eternity the same.” — H H. 501. “There are 
some whom I knew whilst they lived in the body, and who 
then appeared as though in zeal for the Lord, the church, their 
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country and the common good, and for what is just and equita- 
ble ; and jet the same in another life are amongst infernals, and 
(what I wondered at) amongst the worst of them v The reason 
was because their interiors had been filthy and profane, and 
rthey had feigned that zeal with a view to reputation, in order 
to acquire honors and wealth, thus with a view to themselves, 
but not with a view to what they professed with their mouths. 
Wherefore, when those externals are put off, as is the case at 
death, the internals are manifested, and appear as they were 
within, which, during the life in the body , had been concealed 
from the world.” — A. C. 4314. “ The Lord alone sees the state 

of every one from inmost to outmost, as also what a man has 
been from infancy to old age, and what he will be to eternity, 
and likewise what place he will have either in heaven or in hell ; 
and this the Lord sees in an instant, and from Himself, because 
He is the divine Truth itself or the Word ; but angels and men 
do not see this in the least, because they are finite ; and the 
finite see only a few things, and those only external .” — A. R. 262. 
“A church cannot be given with those who are in externals 
without an internal, inasmuch as the church is in the interned of 
man , and not in the external without it.” — A. G. 10698. “ To 
judge what is the quality of the interior mind and soul, thus 
what the qualify of any one's spiritual state is [and it is this 
which determines whether he be of the true church or not], and 
thence what his lot is after death, is not allowed, inasmuch as it 
is known to the Lord alone ; neither does the Lord reveal this till 
after the person's decease . . . . That the interiors of the mind, 
concealed in the world, are revealed after death, is because this 
concerns, and is advantageous to, the societies into which man 
then comes, for all are then spiritual.” — C, L . 523. 
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“ Every man, as well good as bad, does uses, and he does uses 
from some love. Let it be supposed, that in the world there is a 
society composed of mere devils, and a society composed of mere 
angels ; and I think that the devils in their society, from the 
lire of the love of self, and from the splendor of their own glory, 
would do as many uses as the angels in theirs. Who, therefore, 
can know from what origin love and uses are ? To this the two 
angels answered : Devils do uses for the sake of themselves, and 
for the sake of fame, that they may be raised to honors, or may 
gain wealth ; but angels do not perform uses for the sake of 
these, but for the sake of uses from the love of them. Man 
cannot distinguish those uses, but the Lord distinguishes them. 
Every one who believes in the Lord and shuns evils as sins, does 
uses from the Lord ; but every one who does not believe on the 
Lord, and does not shun evils as sins, does uses from himself, 
and for the sake of himself ; this is the distinction between uses 
by devils, and uses by angels” — a distinction which man cannot 
make , but only the Lord. — G. L . 266. 

We might continue to multiply extracts like the above from 
the Heavenly Doctrines, to an almost indefinite extent ; but it is 
unnecessary. From the passages here cited, we gather, that 
there is often a great dissimilarity between the internals and ex- 
ternals of men ; that a the church is in the internal of man,” or, 
in other words, that it is the quality of a man’s internals which 
determines whether he be really of the church or not ; and that 
these internals cannot be seen and known by men, but only by 
the Lord, who alone is able to search the hidden things of the 
heart ; consequently, who those are that are of the true church , is 
not known to men , but only to the Lord. 

And all this is in perfect accordance with the teachings of 
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Holy Scripture. For does not the Lord clearly recognize the 
distinction between the internals and externals of men, and the 
necessity of internal righteousness, when He says to the Jewish 
Scribes and Pharisees, “ Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so ye also out- 
wardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity.” — Matt, xxiii. 27, 28. And again it is 
written, “ The Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance , but the Lord looketh on the heart ” — 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. And the difficulty of separating the good from 
the evil in this world, and the danger of attempting it, if their 
externals are similar, is beautifully taught in the parable of the 
tares and the wheat. When the servants of the Lord, ever eager 
to root up the tares before the harvest , came and said, “ Wilt thou 
that we go and gather them up ?” the answer which the Divine 
Wisdom returns, is : “ Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares , 
ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest,” &c. Now the wheat mentioned in the para- 
ble, or “ the good seed, are the children of the kingdom ; but the 
tares are the children of the wicked one.” In other words, the 
wheat denotes those who are, and the tares those who are not, 
of the Lord’s true church. And the harvest , when used with 
reference to men now in the flesh, denotes that full and ripe 
state into which all will finally come in the other world, when 
they shall have passed the ordeal of a final judgment, or when 
their internals shall have become completely developed. Then 
“the children of the kingdom” and “the children of the wicked 
one,” can be easily distinguished, and therefore can be arranged 
in separate and distinct societies, without harm to either. But 
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until then, it is according to divine order that the tares and the 
wheat should remain intermingled ; — that “ the children of the 
wicked one” should be mixed up in the same societies, or ex- 
ternal organizations, with “ the children of the kingdom and 
not that the latter should be all “organized apart,” or formed into 
separate societies — into a distinct and visible body. Hence 
the divine command for ever is, “ Let both grow together until 
the harvest” And that the interiors of men, whereby their true 
quality is determined, are to be laid open in the other world, is 
taught in that chapter of the Revelation, which speaks of the 
opening of the hooks at the time of the final judgment, and where 
it is said that “ the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books [i. e., registered on the internal mem- 
ory, or the living tablet of the heart] according to their works.” 
Observe that the hooks are not opened until after death ; for then, 
and not before, is the internal and real quality of every one 
made manifest. The hidden things of the heart — the motives , 
which are often obscure and uncertain, even to the man himself 
in this world — are then distinctly revealed ; so that, as Sweden- 
borg says, “ no one [in the other world] is condemned, until he 
himself is interiorly convinced that he is in evil, and that he is 
utterly incapable of being in heaven.” And this agrees with 
that other passage of Holy Writ, which says: “For there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed ; neither hid, that 
shall not be known.” The covered and hidden things here 
referred to, are obviously the things of the heart, the motives, 
or, as Swedenborg calh them, “ the interiors,” which are usually 
covered over and concealed in this world from the eyes of men, 
but are opened out and fully revealed in the world of spirits. 
This is clear from the words immediately preceding, “ Beware 
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ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy and also 
from those which immediately follow : “ Therefore whatsoever 
ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light ; and 
that which ye have spoken in the ear, in closets, shall be pro- 
claimed upon the house-tops.” 

Thus we see that the Scripture abounds in testimony confirm- 
atory of the teaching of the Heavenly Doctrines, that there are 
interiors and exteriors belonging to the human mind ; and that 
the interiors , which are what determine a man’s real character, 
are generally concealed in this world, but fully disclosed in the 
world of spirits : for we are told that “ all men without exception 
are let into this state [the state of their interiors] after death, 
because it is the genuine state of their spirits .” And before they 
are let into this state, or so long as the hidden things of the 
heart remain hidden , their real character cannot with certainty 
be known to others. Their motives cannot be seen, and there- 
fore their true quality cannot, with certainty , be determined. 
But “when spirits are in this second state [i. e., the state of their 
interiors], it appears without disguise what they really were 
when they were in the world ; for they publish every thing 
which they had done or said in secret, because external things 
no longer restrain them .” — H H 507. Then “the children 
of the kingdom” can easily be distinguished from “ the children 
of the wicked one,” or those who are, from those who are not , 
of the Lord’s true church. 

The Scripture further teaches us, that it is not safe to rely 
upon men’s professions, because these professions are never a 
sure index to the quality of life within. It teaches us that there 
are those who “draw nigh unto God with their mouths, and 
honor Him with their lips, while their heart is far from Him.” 
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It teaches us that there are those who make loud professions — 
who cry, “ Lord, Lord,” — but who will not enter into the 
heavenly kingdom, because, in their hearts, they do not the 
will of the Father which is in the heavens ; i. e., do not act from 
religious ‘principle . It teaches us that there are those who 
“ outwardly appear righteous unto men,” but who are really quite 
different from what they seem — who, u within, are full of hypoc- 
risy and iniquity.” And every one knows that this is true. 

Yet the professions, together with the outward conduct of 
men, are all we have to judge from in determining character. 
Deceptive standards, both of these, as every one knows. It is 
impossible to know from a man's profession, or from his belief, 
what his real character is. One man may profess, and may 
really understand and believe true doctrines, derived from the 
Word, yet for all that, be a bad man ; while another may pro- 
fess doctrines that are really false, and yet be a good man. We 
can never know a man’s real character from his mere outward 
profession of faith ; because this outward profession may not be 
in agreement with his life’s love — may not, indeed, be his reed 
belief, which depends upon the state of the heart, or the quality 
of the inner life. People, “when they make a lip-profession 
of truths from the Word, or from the doctrinals of their church, 
suppose that they are in the belief of those truths. It appears 
also to them as if they were ; but still they are not, if the life 
be evil” — A. G. 7577. This shows, what we all know to be true, 
that there may be an understanding and lip-profession of the 
truth, without a life in conformity therewith. Nothing, indeed, 
is more common than this. The chief work in regeneration — 
by far the most difficult part of that great work— consists not in 
learning or understanding, but in doing, the truth. And we 
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are not in, or of, the church, until we religiously obey the truth, 
and thus bring our hearts into conformity with it Fifty men 
may receive, intellectually , the doctrines of the New Church — 
may appear to be delighted with them, and take much pleasure 
apparently in conversing about them, and contribute considerable 
sums towards disseminating a knowledge of them, and may all 
belong to some organization where the same doctrines are 
believed and taught — and yet not one of them be of the Lord’s 
true church. While fifty other men, connected with some 
Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian, or Presbyterian communion, 
and having never, perhaps, heard of the Church of the New 
Jerusalem, may yet belong to the true church — may be of the 
number of those “who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
We speak merely of what is possible , not of what is probable . 
Nor would we be understood as uttering a syllable in disparage- 
ment of the great and glorious truths of the New Dispensation ; 
for we do not. So far from it, we but affirm one of its great and 
distinguishing truths in what we are here saying. For we are 
taught that “ doctrinals do not serve to distinguish churches 
before the Lord,” and that every one “ is a true Christian who 
lives as a Christian, that is, as the Lord teaches,” let him 
believe or profess whatever doctrinals seem to him to be taught 
in the Word. — A. 0. 1799. For “all doctrinals whatsoever , if 
so be they are derived from the Word, are accepted of the 
Lord, provided that the person who is principled therein be in 
the life of charity.” — A, C. 3452. “It is no hurt to such [those 
who ‘live in the life of good,’ or ‘of charity towards the neigh- 
bor,’] that they make profession of faith, and consider it to be 
saving, like others ; for in their faith there is charity.” — A. G. 
2388 . “ Falsities, in which there is good, exist with those who 
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are out of the church, and thence in ignorance of the truth ; and 
also with those within the church where there are falsities of 
doctrine.” “ Falsities of religion are not imputed to those who 
are in good, but to those who are in evil.” “ Falsities of religion, 
with those who are in good, are received by the Lord as truths .” — 
Ap. Ex ., note to 452. u There are falsities which are received 
as truths when good is in them, especially the good of innocence, 
as among the Gentiles, and also among several within the 
church.” — A. O. 4736. “ There are falses which agree with the 
good of the church,” viz., “ those in which good lies concealed, 
and which thus, by good, can be bended to truths.” — lb. 9258. 
“ This false [viz., salvation by faith alone] grows mild with those 
who are in the good of life, for they apply it to good, saying 
that faith alone saves, but that it is not faith unless together 
with its fruit, consequently unless where good is.” — lb . 8311. 
“ The truths belonging to a man who is not principled in good, 
are indeed truths in themselves , but they are not truths in him” 
— A. E. 48. “ What is false is not imputed to any one who 

lives well according to the dogmas of his religion , inasmuch as it 
is not the fault of such an one if he does not know truths.” — A . C. 
455. “ Unless man be in good, his internal man is not opened, 

but remains shut, howsoever he be in truths as to doctrine ; and 
since heaven is in the internal man, [and the church is in the 
internal also,] therefore, when this is opened, man is in heaven, 
for heaven is not in place, but in the interiors of man. ... For 
by his good, and according to it, he deals with another, is affected 
towards another, conjoins himself to another, suffers himself to 
be led by another ; but not by truth and according to it , unless 
this be in accord with his good .” — lb . 10367. “ Moreover, truths, 
howsoever they are hnoum and understood , if they are not at 
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the same time lived, are nothing but inanimate truths. Whence 
it is, that there are no truths where there is no good, unless as to 
form, and not as to essence” — A . E . 730. “If any one ac- 
knowledge for a doctrinal, that charity is grounded in faith, and 
he liveth in charity towards his neighbor, in this case he is not 
indeed in the truth as to doctrine, but still he is in the truth as 
to life ; consequently there is in him the Lord’s church or 
kingdom.” — A. C. 345L. 

Here again, we see how entirely the Holy Scripture and the 
Heavenly Doctrines agree. How, indeed, could it be otherwise, 
since the latter are but the opening out of the spirit and true 
intent of the former ? Both teach us that it is the state of the 
heart, or the quality of a man’s ruling love, which determines 
whether he be a child of the kingdom, or a child of the wicked 
one. Both teach us, that, since none but the all-seeing One can 
penetrate beneath appearances and look upon the heart, there- 
fore He only can know the internal quality of men, and deter- 
mine with absolute certainty who are His people, or who belong 
to His church. Both teach us that men, while in the flesh, are 
often very different externally from what they, are internally ; 
that, outwardly, they sometimes appear righteous, while within 
they are full of iniquity ; that very good works, to all outward 
appearance, may sometimes spring from very bad motives— 
may be done “ to be seen of men” — and thus may be very bad 
works, judged by their internal quality, as the Lord judges 
them ; and that the mere profession, whether of true or of false 
doctrine, is never a sure index of the professor’s state of life, or 
of the real quality of his ruling love. 

Now we see not how it is possible, in the light of that truth 

which has been revealed from God out of heaven, to gainsay 

2 
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what has here been said. “ The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation." It is a spiritual kingdom, which hath its 
seat in the heart Men are really in the true church, or out 
of it, not as they profess this or that particular doctrine, or 
belong to this or that particular communion, but according as 
their internal quality is heavenly or otherwise. And the in- 
ternal quality of men cannot be seen or known with certainty 
in this world, save by the Lord alone. How then is it possible, 
unless this can be seen, to determine who are really of the true 
church? And if this cannot be determined, then how can the 
true church have a defined and visible existence ? How is it 
possible, indeed, to organize a church, (meaning, of course, a 
true church,) since, as the illumined Swedenborg teaches, “ in 
order to constitute it a church, it is necessarg that every indi- 
vidual IN THE CONGREGATION BE A CHURCH; for every 
general implies parts similar to itself?” 

We are fully aware of the liability of being misunderstood in 
what we are here saying ; and wish, therefore, as far as possible, 
to guard against this. Some, perhaps, may understand us as being 
opposed to, and as actually arguing against, any kind of ecclesi- 
astical organization whatever. But this is not our meaning. We 
have not a word to say here against any kind of organization 
which religious congregations may choose to adopt. We are 
not opposed to the organization of religious societies for worship, 
and for instruction in spiritual things: by no means. We look 
upon this as desirable and necessary. And there would be no 
objection to calling these societies churches , provided we under- 
stood by it no more than this, that they are organized for church 
purposes — i. e., for promoting the interests and growth of the 
church. Understanding these religious societies to be churches 
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in this sense only , and not in the genuine sense, there would be 
no great harm in calling them churches. No immediate harm ; 
and yet there is great danger , on account of the strong innate 
tendency of the human mind to overlook internals and settle 
down in externals — to grasp the shadow and miss the substance 
— to hug the form and lose the essence. If young persons, or 
persons of whatever age, are in the habit of hearing a religious 
society, or a number of societies professing the same religious 
faith, called the churchy it will not be long before the distinction 
between such visible body of men and the true church, will be 
utterly obliterated in their minds. Being accustomed to think 
and speak of such visible body as the church, they will come 
inevitably to consider the joining of that body agreeably to some 
prescribed form, as joining the church — the separation from it 
as a separation from the church — the warnings, counsels 
and reproofs of the body, as the warnings, counsels and reproofs 
of the church. Therefore we think it the wiser course to avoid 
in the outset all forms of expression, which are calculated to 
minister in any way to this vicious proclivity of the natural 
mind. It were far safer and better, therefore, to call our eccle- 
clesiastical organizations, societies or associations , and to avoid 
the use of a term which is inapplicable, and almost sure to con- 
vey a false impression. 

It has been the opinion of some, that those who receive the 
doctrines of the New Church, as taught by Swedenborg, and 
who are organized into separate societies, do really constitute 
the New Jerusalem — the true church of the Lord — to the exclu- 
sion of all others. And these organized societies are often 
spoken of as “ the visible church,” as if the true church on 
earth ever were, or ever can be, visible ; or as if it were distin- 
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guished by mere doctrinals . Undoubtedly there is something 
of the church in each and all of these societies — many individuals 
in them all, who are really members of the church ; and it can- 
not be denied that the same is true of other religious societies 
in Christendom, who do not profess the doctrines of the New 
Church as such. So that the true church of the Lord is not a 
visible body ; and never can be, until the internals of men become 
fully developed here on earth, so that it can be seen who the 
Lord’s people really are. It never was, and never can be, organ - 
%zed y so as to stand forth in a distinct form, as Methodists, Epis- 
copalians, Unitarians, or Swedenborgians may be organized 
into societies, and thus become a visible bod/. It is not to be 
found here or there, in this or that particular communion ; but 
its members are scattered throughout all the various commu- 
nions — mediums of the divine influx to them all, imparting 
some measure of heavenly life to them all. And the wise, 
merciful, and everlasting decree is, “ Let both [the tares and the 
wheat] grow together until the harvest.” Then, and there only 
— in the world of spirits, where the character of every one be- 
comes fully developed, and ripe for his final abode — will that 
separation, implied by the terms, the church, and the world , be 
useful or even possible. Then, and there only, can the true 
church be organized , or exist under a distinct and visible form ; 
for the heaven of angels is there the visible church. 

If any thing further were needed to show that the Lord’s 
true church is not a visible body, we might refer to No. 307 of 
the True Christian Religion — a passage which the illumined 
author of that work seems to have penned for the express pur- 
pose of guarding us against the error into which so many have 
fallen — viz., the error of supposing that the New and true 
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church, like the Old and false or imaginary one, is a visible 
church. In the passage referred to, the author is unfolding the 
interior, or heavenly sense of the fourth commandment of the 
Decalogue. And he says: “In the celestial sense, by 
father is meant our Lord Jesus Christ; and by mother , the 
communion of saints, by which is meant his church spread over 
all the world” Now that this is the true New Church significa- 
tion of mother , is evident from its being the way in which the 
word is to be understood, when by father is understood “ our 
Lord Jesus Christ” All, therefore, who regard the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their heavenly Father, must at the same time regard 
as their heavenly Mother the innocent and good of every clime 
and creed, or “the communion of saints, by which is meant the 
Lord’s church spread over all the world.” This is no visible 
body of men — no distinct and separate communion — no humanly 
organized, but a divinely organized church, consisting of all 
those who are conjoined to the Lord by love, and whose internals 
are known to Him alone. They may be scattered wide asun- 
der, so far as relates to natural space ; but internally, as viewed 
by the Lord — who regards ever the hearts of men and never 
their outward professions, or mere external church relations — 
they are seen collected together, and united as members of one 
body ; for, spiritually considerd, they are one. They may pro- 
fess various religious creeds, belong to various religious organ- 
izations, be known by various sectarian names, and some by no 
name whatever; yet all this matters not, nor interferes with 
their divinely organized form, whereby they appear before the 
Lord as one man. They are really “ one body in Christ,” — a 
body distinct and visible enough to Him, but not to the eyes of 
men. Many, who are members of what is called the visible 
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church, may form no part of this invisible “ body of Christ,” 
having no real spiritual connection with it ; while many others 
may enjoy a most intimate and vital union with it, having their 
names “ written in the Lamb’s book of life,” whose names have 
never been enrolled in the list of “ church members,” by any 
ecclesiastical authority. That this invisible church is what 
Swedenborg means by the “ communion of saints,” in the above 
passage, is placed beyond the possibility of doubt, by the fol- 
lowing extract from the Heavenly Arcana (n. 7396), where, 
speaking of those on earth who constitute the genuine church 
of the Lord, he says : “ They are scattered through the whole 
world, and consist of those who are in love to the Lord, and in 
charity towards the neighbor. But these scattered societies are 
collected by the Lord , [not by man,] that they also may repre- 
sent one man, as the societies in heaven. These societies are 
not only within the church, [where the Word is,] but also out 
of it; and, taken together, are called the Lord’s church, scat- 
tered and collected from the good in the universal world , which 
is also called a communion . This communion, or this church, 
is the Lord’s kingdom in the earth, conjoined to the Lord’s 
kingdom in the heavens, and thus conjoined to the Lord 
himself.” 

Here we are clearly taught what is the true heavenly signi- 
fication of mother ; or what is its meaning as understood in the 
celestial church, such as the New Jerusalem is declared to be. 
We are taught that it signifies not any visible body of men, but 
"the Lord’s church, scattered and collected from the good in 
the universal world, which is also called a communion.” And, 
as if to place the matter beyond all controversy, and remove 
from our minds every possible doubt as to whether the New 
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Jerusalem be this universal and invisible church, our author, 
near the close of this same number in the True Christian 
Religion, says of the New Church, which is the New Je- 
rusalem: “This church, and not the former, is wife and 
mother in this sense” — that is, in the celestial sense, in which 
it denotes “ the communion of the saints, by which is meant the 
Lord’s church spread over all the world.” 

We confess that we know not how language could be so 
framed as to teach that the Church of the New Jerusalem is 
nr.t a visible body , according to the prevalent idea, if Sweden- 
borg has not taught it in this passage. The former church 
never understood the term mother in this enlarged and compre- 
hensive sense. When Roman Catholics talk of their “ Mother 
Church,” they mean a particular body of men , to wit, all good 
Catholics. But the church of the New Jerusalem — “ this 
church, and not the former, is wife and mother ” in a sense 
which overleaps the narrow bounds of sect, and comprehends 
all “ who are in love to the Lord, and in charity towards the 
neighbor,” or “the communion of saints spread over all the 
world ;” and specifically, all among Christians “ who are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life that is, all “ who believe in the 
Lord, and live according to his commandments in the Word.” — 
,A. R. 925. This is the true church — the heavenly Jerusalem — 
the spiritual Mother of all those who are born of the spirit. 
This is the Mother which was in the apostle’s mind, when he 
wrote: “But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all” — Gal. iv. 26. In so far as we acknowledge 
any other for our spiritual Mother, we are not truly free ; we 
are “born after the flesh,” and are “children of the bond- 
woman,” not “ of the free.” 
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In beautiful and entire harmony with the foregoing, is the 
following, which is the divinely authorized exposition of these 
words in the Apocalypse: “After this I beheld, and lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could number,” &c. This, as our 
illumined author tells u>, “signifies all the rest who are not 
among the above recited, [to wit, the twelve thousand out of 
each of the tribes of Israel.] and yet are in the Lird's New 
Heaven and New Church, being those who compose the ultimate 
heaven and the external church, whose quality no tne kn 10 s hut 
the Lord alone. That by a great multitude are signified those 
who are not enumerated above, and yet are in the Lord’s 
heaven and church, [but unknown to men,~\ is plain from verses 
9, 10, 13 — 17, where it is said that they ‘stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms 
in their hands ; and that they serve Him in his temple ; and 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them besides 
many other things.” — A. R. 363. Here we are taught that this 
great multitude, so far as reference is had to persons on earth, 
signify “ the external church ;” and not only so, but that they 
are actually “ in the Lord's New Church .” Those who compose 
the external church are far the most numerous; and just as 
much a part of the church, and just as essential to its integrity, 
and its existence even, as those who compose the internal. 
Each is indispensable to the existence and welfare of the 
whole. Neither could live, or he a church , without the other, 
any more than the head of a man could live, or he a man , without 
the body, or the body without the head. For we are told that 
“ the Lord’s church is also internal and external ;” and that 
those “ who constitute the external church, cohere as one 
with the above recited, [i. e., with those who constitute the 
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internal church,] as inferior things with superior, thus as the 
body does with the head.” — lb. And again we are told, that “ a 
church, in order to be a church , must be internal and external ; 
for there are those who are in the internal of the church, and 
there are those who are in its external ; the former are few, but 
the latter are numerous” — A. C. 6587. It would be just as 
proper, therefore, and just as near the truth, to say of those 
who compose the lowest or ultimate heaven, or the externals of 
any angelic society, that they are not in heaven, as to say of 
those who compose the external of the Lord’s church on earth, 
that they are not in the church. 

Now, if, as the illumined Swedenborg assures us, u no one 
knows but the Lord alone ” who they are, or what their quality, 
who constitute the most external portion of his church, it is im- 
possible for any one but Him to know precisely who constitute 
the internal portion. How, then, is it possible for people whose 
states of life are unknown to any but the Lord himself, to be 
so distinguished by men — so separated from all others, and 
arranged into distinct societies, as to constitute in any proper 
sense a visible body f The thing is utterly impossible. If 
human wisdom were capable of this, then might men organize 
a grand man here on earth.* They might determine not only 

* Something not very unlike this seems really to be contemplated by some 
of the advocates of the New Jerusalem as a visible body. A friend and 
member of the General Convention of the New Church in the Uunited States, 
in a communication published in the organ of that body (the N. J. Messen- 
ger) under date of Nov. 3d, and headed, “A Disembodied and an Organic 
Church,” says : “ The next largest form is a society of men. But in order to 
constitute such a society there must be all the organic human form, only on 
a larger scale. The mere aggregation of a number of individuals does not 
constitute a society, but its orderly arrangement into organic form, or the 
making <tf a larger man. In this society there must be a head to direct, hands 

2 * 
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who compose the head, and who the body, but who constitute 
the particular organs of each. But only the Lord can do this, 
because His all-seeing eye alone sees the internal states of men, 
and who they are that belong to His church. u The universal 
heaven, together with the church on the earths, in the. sight of 
the Lord, is as one man ; and because it is as one man, there 
are some who constitute the head, and others the face with all 
its organs of the senses ; and there are some who constitute the 
body with all its members.” — A . R. 363. But only the Lord 
knows who constitute the* separate organs of this grand spiritual 
man, or church, because to Him alone is the true church, alike 
as heaven, visible as one man. 

Further: it is written that “ no man could number that great 
multitude,” which is thus expounded by our author : “By a great 
multitude which no man could number, in a natural sense, is 

to execute, eyes to see, and feet to enable it to walk, and all its parts muBt 
act in sympathy and unity. But in the extension of uses, the principles of 
the church must be received into a yet more extended form, or into that of 
a larger man than a society could make ; this may be either an Association, 
a Convention, or a Conference, by whichever name it may be called.’ , Then, 
after some remarks upon the uses of this larger “ external and organic form,” 
which, he thinks, should be regarded as “ the mother that we are com- 
manded to honor,” this writer adds : “And whenever all who receive these 
heavenly doctrines, who may be 1 spread over all the world,’ by a united 
and harmonious act, form to themselves an organic representative fount of 
action, we shall have not alone a ‘ general,’ but a universal, or catholic con- 
vention,” And thus, if we understand this writer, the New Jerusalem on 
earth, consisting only of Swedenborgians, or of “ all who receive these heaven- 
ly doctrines,” who may be “ spread over all the world,” is to exist in an or- 
ganic and visible form not unlike the Roman Catholic Church — “ a universal 
or catholic convention” — or a grand man, with head, trunk, extremities, 
and all its organs, fashioned by human hands — moulded into the true organic 
forms by the wisdom of ecclesiastical councils ! If this idea appeared to 
our brother half as preposterous as it does to us, he would be shocked at 
the bare thought of the presumption which it implies. 
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meant what the words import, that there was a great multitude ; 
but in a spiritual sense, is meant that none but the Lord alone 
knows their quality ; for the Lord’s heaven consists of innumer- 
able societies, and these societies are distinguished according to 
the varieties of affections in general ; in like manner, all in each 
society are distinguished in particular. The Lord alone knows 
the quality of the affection of each individual, and disposes all 
in order according thereto.” And again : u To number, signifies 
to know their quality as to their spiritual state, thus as to the 
state of the church understood by the twelve tribes of Israel, 
which the Lord alone knows” — A. R. 364. 

If, then, the Lord alone is able to number that “ great multi- 
tude,” and no man can do it — if He alone sees and knows the 
hearts of men, and who they are that belong to His church, it is 
obvious that the true church cannot be organized by man — can- 
not exist as a distinct and visible body known and designated by 
a particular name. Wherever in human hearts there dwells 
the spirit of our Divine Master — the spirit of meekness, gentle- 
ness, humility, self-denial, forbearance, resignation, trust, and 
disinterested neighborly love — there is the church, be the name 
of those who harbor this spirit whatever it may. But “ if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His,” and of 
course forms no part of His church, whatever be his name, his 
creed, his titles, or his external ecclesiastical relations. 

But in advocating the doctrine of an invisible in contradis- 
tinction to that of a visible church, let it not be supposed that 
we reduce the church to a mere abstraction, or that we imagine 
it can exist without men. Our view of the subject justifies no 
such inference. We believe, as the heavenly doctrines plainly 
teach, that the Lord’s Church cannot exist without human 
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beings as the recipient subjects of those essential principles con- 
stituent of the church. But we at the same time affirm, that 
no one but the Lord Himself knows the particular human 
beings who belong to His church ; and therefore the church, 
as a body of pe pie, cannot be said to be visible to any but the 
Lord. Nor is it really any objection to our view of the subject, 
which those make, or appear to make, who urge that the true 
church is both visible and invisible. It cannot be both in the 
sense in which we have defined visibility , and in which th6 
word is commonly understood when used in reference to the 
church. For the moment it is conceded that there are any 
members of the true church in the various religious sects scat- 
tered throughout the world — and probably some in them all — 
that moment the visible-church doctrine is abandoned, and all 
that we are contending for is admitted ; for that moment it is 
acknowledged that the church is not a visible body , or a body 
distinguished by any particular doctrines and rituals, or known 
and designated by a particular name. 

We have spoken of this doctrine of an invisible and true 
church, as a new doctrine ; yet it is not altogether new. 
Though never so fully and so distinctly pronounced by any 
previous writer on theology as by Swedenborg, yet its truth 
has been perceived, with greater or less distinctness, by great 
and good men in all ages of the church. And especially since 
the time of the Last Judgment and the commencement of the 
New Dispensation, this view of the church has repeatedly 
found expression through the pulpit and the press. As illus- 
trative of this fact, and pertinent to our theme, and as showing, 
at the same time, how nearly those of different names and 
creeds may often feel, and think, and speak alike, we will cite 
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here a few extracts from the pens of men who seem to be 
spiritually near together, though ecclesiastically — as to creeds 
and rituals — far asunder. We begin with the following extract 
from a leading article in “ The Independent,” under date of 
October 25th, and which, as every one will see, accords in the 
most perfect and striking manner with the view we are here 
endeavoring to present. It is proper to observe that “ Tiie 
Independent” is published in New-York, under the auspices 
of the Trinitarian Congregationalisfes ; that it has a very wide 
and constantly-increasing circulation, and enjoys the reputation 
of being not only one of the largest, but one of the ablest 
conducted, freest, and most truly independent religious papers 
in the world. 



“THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.” 

“Nothing is clearer from the Word of God than that there 
can be no salvation for man out of the ‘ Holy Catholic Church/ 
By the church here we mean the aggregate of all real Chris- 
tians ; all branches of the true vine ; all who are united to 
Christ by a living faith, and who are joint heirs with Him to 
the heavenly inheritance. It is the Church Invisible, and 
includes all true Christians, of whatever denomination, age, or 
country ; and it includes no ethers. Vital union with Christ is 
absolutely necessary in order to membership. Profession here, 
avails nothing ; union with Christ, everything. All the mem- 
bers of this Church have been born of the same Spirit, are all 
united to the same Head, and have one spiritual communion 
and fellowship. Hence when it is said in the Apostles’ Creed, 
‘I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of 
Saints,* belief is not expressed in two distinct articles ; for evi- 
dently the latter is simply an explanation of the former. 

“ The Holy Catholic Church is the Communion of Saints — 
the habitation of God, by His Spirit. Out of this communion 
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and fellowship there can be no salvation for man. Within it, 
there is something of heaven ; there is everlasting life. 

“ As it regards local, visible churches, it is quite different 
We are nowhere authorized in the Sacred Scriptures to affirm 
that out of them there is no salvation for man. On the con- 
trary, it is generally believed by Christians that the Bible 
teaches the necessity of a change of heart as & prerequisite for 
admission into a visible church. By a visible church we mean 
any society of professed believers in Christ, associated together 
for the worship of God, and the observance of Christian ordi- 
nances. If all were really Christians, then the Holy Catholic 
Church, and the local, visible churches, would be substantially 
one, as all would be united to Christ and derive their vitality 
from Him. But we have too painful evidence that there are 
many in our local churches, who do not belong to i the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in 
heaven/ Regeneration by the Holy Spirit, faith in Christ, a 
new life, is the simple and absolute condition of membership in 
the Church Universal ; and what is sufficient to constitute one 
a member of that church, should, in our judgment, be deemed 
sufficient to constitute one a member of a visible church. 

“ It is very clear that we ought to be ready to welcome to 
our communion all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and desire to profess their faith before men. We cannot know 
the hearts of men ; we cannot say that this person is certainly 
a Christian, and that one is not. Such is the prerogative of 
God only. He can see the heart He knows all the emotions, 
the desires, the motives, and purposes of the soul. He cannot 
be deceived. We may be, and often are, even when we are 
most on our guard. We must do the best we can, and leave the 
results with the great Head of the Church, who will honor the 
sincerity of our motive, and pardon the error of our judgment. 
We must be very careful to receive all whom He has received. 
They may entertain many errors of opinion, and be very im- 
perfect in their knowledge of Divine truth, and indulge in 
practices which some Christians would regard as wrong ; yet, 
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if they give evidence of genuine faith in Christ, of spiritual 
union with Him, and of an earnest desire to do His whole will, 
they ought to be received to the table of the Lord, and treated 
as members of His family. Such persons have a right to 
Christian fellowship ; and they should have the privilege of 
associating themselves publicly with the people of God. And 
we should not make the conditions of membership more difficult 
than our Lord and His inspired Apostles have done. We 
should remember that it is His table, and not ours ; and that 
He, and not we, may prescribe the conditions of admission. 
The simple conditions of our Lord should be insisted on with 
all fidelity and firmness ; but all additions to them, and all sub- 
tractions from them, all modifications of them, should be care- 
fully avoided, as dishonorable to Christ and hurtful to His 
Church .” — The Independent far Oct. 25 th, 1855. 

Equally coincident with our view, and scarcely less striking 
than the foregoing, is the following extract from the Edinburgh 
Review for July, 1841, a periodical which may be regarded as 
in the interests of the Church of England : 

“ Is there not a church as pure and more catholic than that 
of Oxford or Rome, — a church comprehending within its limits 
every human being, who, according to the measure of the know- 
ledge placed within his reach, strives habitually to be conformed 
to the will of the common Father of us all ? To indulge hope 
beyond the pale of some narrow communion, has, by each Chris- 
tian society in its turn, been denounced as a daring presumption. 
Yet hope has come to all ; and with her, faith and charity, her 
inseparable companions. Amidst the shock of contending creeds, 
and the uproar of anathemas, they who have ears to hear and 
hearts to understand, have listened to gentler and more kindly 
sounds. Good men may debate as polemics, but they will feel 
as Christians. On the universal mind of Christendom is indeli- 
bly engraven one image, towards which the eyes of all are more 
or less earnestly directed. Whoever has himself caught any 
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resemblance, however faint and imperfect, to that divine and 
benignant Original, has, in his measure, learned to recognize a 
brother wherever he can discern the same resemblance. 

“ There is an essential unity in that kingdom which is not 
of this world. But within the provinces of that mighty state 
there is room for endless varieties of administration, and for 
local laws and customs widely differing from each other. . . . 
Uniformity of creeds, of discipline, of ritual, and of ceremonies, 
in such a world as ours ! a world where no two men are not as 
distinguishable in their mental as in their physical aspect ! 
where every petty community has its separate system of civil 
government ; where all that meets the eye and all that arrests 
the ear, has the stamp of boundless and infinite variety ! What 
are the harmonies of tone, of color, and of form, but the result 
of contrasts ; of contrasts held in subordination to one pervading 
principle, which reconciles without confounding the component 
elements of the music, the painting or the structure ? In the 
physical works of God, beauty could have no existence without 
endless diversities. Why assume that in religious society — a 
work not less surely to be ascribed to the supreme Author of 
all things — this law is absolutely reversed? Were it possible 
to subdue that innate tendency of the human mind which com- 
pels men to differ in religious opinions and observances, at least 
as widely as on all other subjects, what would be the results of 
such a triumph? Where would then be the free comparison 
and the continual enlargement of thought ; where the self-dis- 
trusts which are the springs of humility, or the mutual depend- 
ences which are the bonds of love ? He who made us with 
this infinite variety in our intellectual and physical constitution, 
must have foreseen, and foreseeing, must have intended, a cor- 
responding dissimilarity in the opinions of His creatures on all 
questions submitted to their judgment and proposed for their 
acceptance. For truth is His law; and if all will profess to 
think alike, all must live in the habitual violation of it. 

“ Zeal for uniformity attests the latent distrusts, not the firm 
convictions of the zealot We believe that, in the judg- 
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ment of an enlightened charity, many Christian societies who 
are accustomed to denounce each other’s errors, will at length 
come to be regarded as members in common of the one great 
and comprehensive church, in which diversities of forms are 
harmonized by an all-pervading unity of spirit.” 

A similar enlarged and comprehensive view of the church 
was held, and often expressed with great clearness and force, 
by Dr. William Ellery Channing, one of the noblest ornaments 
of the pulpit that our country has ever produced, and a man 
whose name must ever remain intimately associated with the 
cause of religious liberty in America. In that grand and pow- 
erful discourse of his on the ‘The Church’ — a discourse 
filled to overflowing with the very spirit of the Gospel — Chan- 
ning says : 

“ There has always existed, and still exists, a disposition to 
attach undue importance to ‘ the church ’ which a man belongs 
to. To be a member of ‘ the true church ’ has been insisted 
on as essential to human salvation. Multitudes have sought 
comfort, and not seldom found their ruin in the notion, that they 
were embraced in the motherly arms of ‘ the true church for 
with this they have been satisfied. Professed Christians have 
fought about ‘ the church ’ as if it were a matter of life and 
death. The Roman Catholic shuts the gate of heaven on you 
because you will not enter his ‘church.’ Among the Protest- 
ants are those who tell you that the promises of Christianity do 
not belong to you, be your character what it may, unless you 
receive the Christian ordinances from the ministers of their 
‘ church.’ Salvation is made to flow through a certain priest- 
hood, through an hereditary order, through particular rites 
administered by consecrated functionaries. Even among de- 
nominations in which such exclusive claims are not set up, 
you will still meet the idea, that a man is safer in their particu- 
lar “ churcti 99 than elsewhere ; so that something distinct from 
Christian purity of heart and life is made the way of salvation. 
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This error I wish to expose. I wish to show that Christ’s 
spirit, Christ’s virtue, or ‘the doing of the Sermon on the 
Mount,’ is the great end of our religion, the only essential 
thing, and that all other things are important only as ministering 
to this.” — Works , Vol. VI., pp. 186, 7. 

Then, after some excellent remarks upon the design and 
use of organized religious societies, or “particular churches,” 
he proceeds : 

“ In the preceding remarks I have had chiefly in view par- 
ticular churches, organized according to some particular forms ; 
and I have maintained that these are important only as minis- 
tering to Christian holiness or virtue. There is, however, a 
grander church, to which I now ask your attention ; and the 
consideration of this will peculiarly confirm the lesson on which 
I am insisting, namely, that there is but one essential thing, true 
holiness, or disinterested love to God and man. There is a 
grander church than all particular ones, however extensive; 
the Church Catholic or Universal, spread over all lands, and 
one with the church in heaven. That all Christ’s followers 
form one body, one fold, is taught in various passages in the 
New Testament. You remember the earnestness of his last 
prayer, ‘that they might all be One, as he and his Father are 
one.’ Into this church all who partake the spirit of Christ are 
admitted. It asks not who has baptized us ; whose passport we 
carry ; what badge we wear. If ‘ baptized by the Holy Ghost,’ 
its wide gates are open to us. Within this church are joined 
those whom different names have severed or still sever. We 
hear nothing of Greek, Roman, English churches, but of Christ’s 
church only. My friends, this is not an imaginary union. The 
Scriptures in speaking of it do not talk rhetorically, but utter 
the soberest truth. All sincere partakers of Christian virtue 
are essentially one. In the spirit which pervades them dwells 
a uniting power found in no other tie. Though separated by 
oceans, they have sympathies strong and indissoluble.” — Ibid., 
pp. 203, ’4. 
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“ Because tlie church is spoken of as one body, vine, or tem- 
ple, theologians have argued that it is one outward organization, 
to which all men must be joined. But a doctrine built on met- 
aphor is worth little. Every kind of absurdity may find a 
sanction in figures of speech, explained by tame, prosaic, cold- 
hearted commentators. The beautiful forms of speech to which 
I have referred were intended to express the peculiarly close 
and tender unions which necessarily subsist among all the 
enlightened and sincere disciples of such a religion as Christ’s, 
a religion whose soul, essence, and breath of life is love, which 
reveals to us in Jesus the perfection of philanthropy, and 
which calls to us to drink spiritually of that blood of self-sacri- 
fice which was shed for the whole human race. How infinitely 
exalted is the union of mind and hearts formed by such a reli- 
gion above any outward connection established by rites and 
forms ! Yet the latter has been seized on by the earthly under- 
standing as the chief meaning of Scripture, and magnified 
into supreme importance. Has not Paul taught us that there 
is but one perfect bond, Love ?* Has not Christ taught us that 
the seal set on his disciples, by which all men are to know 
them, is Love ?f Is not this the badge of the true church, the 
life of the true body of Christ ? And is not every disciple, of 
every name and form, who is inspired with this, embraced indis- 
solubly in the Christian union?” — Ibid., pp. 212, ’3. 

“ The doctrine of this Discourse is plain. Inward sanctity, 
pure love, disinterested attachment to God and man, obedience 
of heart and life, sincere excellence of character, this is the one 
thing needful, this the essential thing in religion ; and all things 
else, ministers, churches, ordinances, places of worship, all are 
but means, helps, secondary influences, and utterly worthless 
when separated from this. To imagine that God regards any 
thing but this, that he looks at any thing but the heart, is to 
dishonor Him, to express a mournful insensibility to his pure 
character. Goodness, purity, virtue, this is the only distinction 
in God’s sight. This is intrinsically, essentially, everlastingly, 
* Colossians iii. 14. t John xiii. 85. 
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and by its own nature, lovely, beautiful, glorious, divine. It 
owes nothing to time, to circumstance, to outward connections. 
It shines by its own light. It is the sun of the spiritual uni- 
verse. It is God himself dwelling in the human soul. Can 
any man think lightly of it because it has not grown up in a 
certain church, or exalted any church above it ? My friends, 
one of the grandest truths of religion is, the supreme importance 
of character, of virtue, of that divine spirit which shone out in 
Christ. The grand heresy is to substitute any thing for this, 
whether creed, or form, or church. One of the greatest wrongs 
to Christ is, to despise his character, his virtue, in a disciple 
who happens to wear a different name from our own.” — Ibid., 
pp. 223, ’4 

“ Think no man the better, no man the worse, for the church 
he belongs to. Try him by his fruits. Expel from your breasts 
the demon of sectarianism, narrowness, bigotry, intolerance. 
This is not, as we are apt to think, a slight sin. It is a denial 
of the supremacy of goodness. It sets up something, whether 
a form or dogma, above the virtue of the heart and the life. 
Sectarianism immures itself in its particular church as in a dun- 
geon, and is there cut off from the free air, the cheerful light, 
the goodly prospects, the celestial beauty of the church uni- 
versal. 

“ My friends, I know that I am addressing those who hold 
various opinions as to the controverted points of theology. We 
have grown up under different influences. We bear different 
names. But if we purpose solemnly to do God’s will, and are 
following the precepts and example of Christ, we are one church, 
and let nothing divide us. Diversities of opinion may incline 
us to worship under different roofs ; or diversities of tastes or 
habit, to worship with different forms. But these varieties are 
not schisms ; they do not break the unity of Christ’s Church. 
We may still honor and love and rejoice in one another’s spirit- 
ual life and progress as truly as if we were cast into one and 
the same unyielding form. God loves variety in nature and in 
the human soul, nor does he reject it in Christian worship. In 
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many great truths, in those which are most quickening, puri- 
fying, and consoling, we all, I hope, agree. There is, too, a 
common ground of practice, aloof from all controversy, on which 
we may all meet. We may all unite hearts and hands in doing 
good, in fulfilling God’s purposes of love towards our race, in 
toiling and suffering for the cause of humanity, in spreading 
intelligence, freedom, and virtue, in making God known for the 
reverence, love, and imitation of his creatures, in resisting the 
abuses and corruptions of past ages, in exploring and drying up 
the sources of poverty, in rescuing the fallen from intemperance, 
in succoring the orphan and widow, in enlightening and elevat- 
ing the depressed portions of the community, in breaking the 
yoke of the oppressed and enslaved, in exposing and withstand- 
ing the spirit and horrors of war, in sending God’s Word to the 
ends of the earth, in redeeming the world from sin and woe. 
The angels and pure spirits who visit our earth come not to join 
a sect, but to do good to all. May this universal charity de- 
scend on us, and possess our hearts; may our narrowness, 
exclusiveness, and bigotry, melt away under this mild, celestial 
fire. Thus we shall not only join ourselves to Christ’s Univer- 
sal Church on earth, but to the Invisible Church, to the innu- 
roerarable company of the just made perfect, in the mansions of 
everlasting purity and peace.” — Ibid, pp. 225, ’6. 

So nearly “of one lip” on this subject do we find independ- 
ent thinkers, and men who have most fully comprehended 
the spirit of the Christian Religion, among Unitarians, Episco- 
palians and Orthodox Congregationalists. Yet nearly a hun- 
dred years before these writers pronounced their noble words, 
the illumined Swedenborg, t6 whom had been revealed the 
essential nature of heaven and the church, and the true grounds 
of Christian fellowship, had written as follows : 

“Heaven also exists wherever the Lord is acknowledged, 
believed in, and loved ; and the various modes of worshipping 
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Him proceeding from that variety of good in different societies* 
are not injurious, but advantageous; for the perfection of 
heaven is the result of that variety. . . . That all perfection 
results from such harmonious variety, is evident from all the 
beauty, pleasantness, and agreeableness, which affect both the 
senses and the mind ; for these qualities exist and proceed from 
no other source than the concert and harmony of various con- 
cordant and consentient parts, arranged either in co-existent or 
in successive order, and do not result from any single thing 
without more. Hence the proverb, that variety is charming ; 
and it is known that its charms depend upon its quality. From 
these considerations it may be seen how perfection results from 
variety even in heaven 

“ The same assertion may be made respecting the church 
as respecting heaven ; for the church is the Lord’s heaven on 
earth. This has many branches ; and yet each is called the 
church, and also is the church so far as the good of love and 
faith reigns in it : And here, also, the Lord makes one whole 
out of various parts, thus one church out of many.” — “ If good 
were the characteristic and essential of the church, and not 
truth without good, the church would be one. All the churches, 
also, make one church in the sight of the Lord from good.” — 
H H . 56, 57, and note . 

“ With the Lord’s spiritual church the case is this : That 
it is dispersed over the whole globe , and that it is every where 
various according to articles of belief or the truths of faith. 
The Lord’s spiritual kingdom itself in the heavens is also thus 
circumstanced, viz. ; It is various according to what appertains 
to faith, insomuch that there is not one society, nor even one in 
a society, who, in those things which relate to the truth of 
faith, is entirely agreed with others as to his ideas. Neverthe- 
less the Lord’s spiritual kingdom in the heavens is one; the 
reason is, because all account charity as principal, for charity 
constitutes the spiritual church, and not faith, unless you say 
that faith is charity; whosoever is principled in charity, he 
loves his neighbor, and with regard to his dissenting from him 
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in matters of belief this he excuses , provided only that he lives 
in goodness and truth . He doth not even condemn the well- 
disposed Gentiles, although they are ignorant of the Lord, and 
know not any truth of faith ; for he who lives in charity, that 
is, in good, receives truths from the Lord, such as suit with his 
good ; and good Gentiles receive such truths as in another life 
may be bended into truths of faith. But he who is not prin- 
cipled in charity, that is, who doth not live in good, can in no 
wise receive any truth ; he may indeed know what is true, but 
it is not implanted in his life : thus he may have it indeed in his 
mouth, but not in his heart ; for truth cannot be conjoined with 
evil. Wherefore also they who know truths, which are called 
articles of belief, and do not live in charity, or in good, although 
they are in the church, as being born there, still they are not 
of the church , inasmuch as they have nothing of the church in 
them y that is, nothing of good, to which truth may be conjoined. ,, 
—A. C. 3267. 

“ The societies which constitute it [the Lord's kingdom on 
earth] are scattered through the whole world , and consist of those 
who are in love to Him , and in charity towards the neighbor . 
But those scattered societies are collected by the Lord that they 
also may represent one man, as the societies in heaven : these 
societies are not cnly within the church , but also out of it , and 
taken together are called the Lord's church , scattered and collected 
from the good in the universal world , which is also called a com- 
munion. This communion, or this church, is the Lord's king- 
dom in the earth conjoined to the Lord's kingdom in the heavens, 
and thus conjoined to the Lord Himself/' — A. C. 7396. 

“ The several churches in the Christian world are distin- 
guished by their doctrinals, and the members of those churches 
have hence taken the names of Roman Catholics, Lutherans, 
Calvinists, or the Reformed and Evangelical Protestants ; with 
many others. This distinction of names arises solely from doc- 
trinals, and would never have had place, if the members of the 
church had made love to the Lord, and charity towards their 
neighbor, the principal point of faith. Doctrinals would then 



Digitized by Google 




48 



THE TRUE CHURCH 



be only varieties of opinion concerning the mysteries of faith, 
which they who are true Christians would leave to every one to 
receive according to his conscience ; whilst it would be the 
language of their hearts, that he is a tr^ie Christian who lives as 
a Christian, that is, as the Lord teaches. Thus one church 
would be formed out of all these diverse ones, and all disagree- 
ments arising from mere doctrinals would vanish; yea, all the 
animosities of one against another would be dissipated in a 
moment, and the kingdom of the Lord would be established on 
earth.” — A. C. 1799. 

“ With respect to the Lord’s kingdom in the earths, that is, 
with respect to His Church, the case is this : that, whereas it 
derives its doctrinals from the literal sense of the Word, it must 
needs be various and diverse as to those doctrinals, viz., one 
society will profess one thing to be a truth of faith, because it is 
so said in the Word, another society will profess another thing, 
for the same reason, and so forth ; consequently the Church of 
the Lord, inasmuch as it derives its doctrinals from the literal 
sense of the Word, will differ in every different place, and this 
not only according to societies in general, but sometimes accord- 
ing to particular persons in each society. Nevertheless, a dif- 
ference in the doctrinals of faith is no reason why the church 
should not be one, provided only there be unanimity as to will- 
ing what is good, and doing what is good ; as for example, if 
any one acknowledge for a doctrinal, that charity is grounded in 
faith, and he liveth in charity towards his neighbor, in this 
case he is not indeed in the truth as to doctrine, but still he is 
in the truth as to life , consequently there is in him the Lord’s 
church or kingdom. So again, if any one asserts that good 
works ought to be done with a view to recompense in heaven, 
according to the literal sense of the Word in Matthew, chap. x. 
41, 42 ; chap. xxv. 34 to 46, and in other places, and yet in 
doing good works he never thinks of merit, he in like manner 
is in the Lord’s kingdom, because as to life he is in the truth ” — 
A. C. 3451. 

“ Let this truth be received as a principle, that love to the 
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Lord and charity towards our neighbor are the essentials, on 
which hangs all the law, and concerning which all the prophets 
speak, and thus that they are the essentials of all doctrine and 
of all worship, in this case the mind would be enlightened by 
innumerable things contained in the Word, which otherwise lie 
concealed in the obscurity of a false principle ; yea, in this case 
all heresies would vanish and be done away, and out of many 
there would be formed one church, howsoever differing as to 
doctrinals and rituals, either flowing from the above essentials, 
or leading thereto. Such was the ancient church, which extend- 
ed itself over several kingdoms, viz., Assyria, Mesopotamia, 
Syria, Ethiopia, Arabia, Lybia, Egypt, Philistea, even to Tyre 
and Sidon, through the land of Canaan on each side Jordan. In 
each of these kingdoms there was a difference as to doctrinals 
and rituals, but still the church was one, because charity was 
essential in all ; and then the Lord’s kingdom was in the earths 
as in the heavens, for such is the nature and constitution of 
heaven. Supposing this to be the case, all would be governed 
as one man by the Lord, for all would be as members and 
organs of one body, which although they are not of similar 
forms, nor of similar functions, have nevertheless relation to one 
heart, on which they all depend, both in general and in par- 
ticular, be their respective forms ever so various ; in this case, 
too, every one would say of another, in whatsoever doctrine, or 
in whatsoever external worship he was principled, This is my 
brother, I see that he worships the Lord, and that he is a good 
man.” — A. O. 2385. 

And the substance of all that is here said is embraced in 
these divine words of our Saviour, “ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the pro- 
phets.” But who they are that religiously obey these two com- 

3 
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mandments, can be known with certainty only to Him who 
alone “ looketh on the heart.” * Therefore' the collecting and 
arranging of these into a distinct and visible body, is a task to 
which human wisdom is utterly inadequate. Therefore the 
Lord’s true church on earth has not, and cannot have, a 
defined and visible existence. 

And this is not a merely speculative question. If it were, 
it would not have interested us, nor received the degree of at- 
tention which we have thought proper to bestow upon it. It is 
a question which involves important 

Practical Issues. 

Having shown that the true church of the Lord is not con- 
fined to any one ecclesiastical organization, or to any particular 
religious communion, but is scattered throughout all the various 
communions, we come next to consider what inferences flow 
legitimately from this view of the subject. And let no one 
imagine that he can accept as true what has thus far been 
demonstrated, and refuse to admit the conclusions which follow 
by inevitable sequence. For example, a man cannot consist- 
ently believe that the Lord’s true church is confined to no 
particular religious communion, and at the same time affirm 
that only those of a particular religious belief have authority 
to act as a church, and that the acts of all others are null and 
void. 

I. First, then, it will be conceded that the view here 
presented, tends to discourage and destroy the narrow, selfish 
and hurtful spirit of sect, and to foster a spirit the very 
reverse — a broad, generous, and truly catholic spirit — a spirit 
more akin to that of our Divine Lord and Master. It allows 
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no one “ to lay the flattering unction to his soul,” that he really 
belongs to the Lord’s true church, because he is an acknow- 
ledged member, “ in good and regular standing,” of this or that 
particular body of Christians, or because he believes true doc- 
trine , and is, to external appearance, a good and moral man. 
Nor does it tend to foster the notion that a man is necessarily 
any nearer the Lord or heaven, or necessarily a better man at 
heart, because of his doctrinal belief, or of his external ecclesi- 
astical relations. It is not to be denied that a person may 
receive more and higher instruction in spiritual things, and 
thus be more profited, in some associated religious bodies than 
in others ; for it is not to be denied that some religious bodies 
see more and higher truth, and are in a higher spiritual state, 
than others ; therefore they are able to impart more of heavenly 
light and life. In this respect the same is true of bodies of 
men as of individuals. But as spiritual truth cannofr be mo- 
nopolized by any individual, no more can it be by any body of 
individuals — by any class of men known and designated by a 
particular name. This doctrine, therefore, of the church being 
an invisible body, is utterly opposed to all sectarianism, for it 
contains within it nothing of the spirit of sect. It tends to 
lessen our respect for mere names , and to strengthen our regard 
for things — for the substantial realities and graces of heaven. 
It is not warlike and repellant in its nature, but eminently 
peaceful and attractive, like the Lord’s pure love. It tends to 
bind in a friendly and brotherly relation the souls of all good 
and true men, and this without the slightest interference with 
their external or visible church connections. Thus the doc- 
trine tends directly to peace, harmony and union among men ; 
for it is utterly opposed to the selfish and sundering spirit of 
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sect, while it is in harmony with the large and comprehensive 
spirit of the true Christian religion. 

II. If the Lord’s true church has not a defined and visible 
existence, then there is no foundation for the idea entertained 
by many in our own communion, that only those who receive 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem constitute the true church ; 
and it is scarcely less than the height of arrogance and pre- 
sumption in us, to claim that we alone have authority to ad- 
minister the Christian ordinances, or that these ordinances are 
of no use and of no validity when administered in other com- 
munions. Some, who seem to think that the place for a true 
man' to occupy is always bcticeen the two sides of every question, 
and who are constrained to acknowledge that there is somewhat 
of the church among the various Protestant sects at least, are 
beginning of late to admit a certain degree of efficacy — a partial 
validity — to the ordinances, when administered by persons not 
of our communion. But with just as much authority, and with 
just as good reason, might we ascribe a partial efficacy to the 
Word, when read in our hearing by a person who understands 
it differently from ourselves. There is no such thing as a 
partial baptism, or a partial sacrament of the Holy Supper. 
These ordinances are of divine origin, and have a divine sig- 
nificance. They were appointed to subserve divine ends, and 
their purpose and meaning have been clearly revealed. But 
no where in the Word, or in the writings of the New Church 
given to explain the Word, do we find any thing said about the 
“ various degrees of efficacy” in these sacraments, according to 
the various degrees of good and truth in the religious bodies 
where they are administered. Surely there is no end to the 
inventions of man — no end to the fallacies into which he will 
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run, as soon as he turns away from the Light of the world, or 
thinks to increase it by adding thereto the poor “ farthing rush- 
light” of his self-derived intelligence. No : This error in regard 
to the validity or partial validity of the Christian sacraments, 
is one intimately allied to— indeed, it is the legitimate offspring 
of — that other, concerning the “ visible church,” which has so 
long and so extensively prevailed. For it is clear that the 
validity of the sacraments as administered in other communions 
than our own, can be denied only upon the ground that the 
Lord’s New and true church is a visible body, and confined 
exclusively to us Swedenborgians. Let this idea — so evidently 
without foundation — be abandoned, and that moment it is seen 
that the sacraments administered in other Christian communions 
have the same validity as when administered in our own. 

III. Again : If the true church be a visible body, and con- 
fined exclusively to Swedenborgians, then it becomes the duty 
of every individual, as soon as he receives the doctrines of the 
New Church, to change his ecclesiastical connections, or at least 
to withdraw immediately from the church where he has been in 
communion ; for, while he remains in his old connections, he is 
quite out of the church. But according to our idea, he is just 
as truly in the church there, as he would be in any other com- 
munion. And the question of his withdrawal, therefore, be- 
comes one of expediency merely. If he cannot be permitted to 
remain on honorable terms — if he cannot remain, and enjoy, 
without molestation, the exercise of free thought and free speech 
— then it would undoubtedly be most useful to himself and 
others to withdraw. Or, there may be a small New Church 
society in his neighborhood, who need his assistance, both na- 
tural and spiritual ; and in that case it might be his duty to 
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change his connections. But if ten or twenty individuals in a 
congregation should become interested in the doctrines of the 
New Church, and the minister and people of that congregation 
should possess enough of the Christian spirit to allow them to 
remain there undisturbed, and to converse about the new doc- 
trines as freely as they pleased, our opinion then would be, that 
they ought not to change their connections ; for they are just as 
much in the visible church where they are, as they would be 
if they were to withdraw and set up a new society of their own ; 
and they would undoubtedly be performing a greater use to 
themselves and others, by remaining in their old connections, 
and faithfully performing all their duties. 

We readily concede, however, that it will generally be found 
expedient and necessary, on receiving the doctrines of the New 
Church, to withdraw from one’s former church connections ; 
because, as a general thing, there is so much bigotry, sectarian- 
ism, and intolerance, both among ministers and people, that a 
man would not be suffered to remain with them in peace, who 
was known to believe differently from the creed ; and especially 
if he were man enough to proclaim his dissent from the old dog- 
mas, and his acceptance of the new truths. The fires of perse- 
cution would soon begin to crackle around him, and his position 
would be rendered very uncomfortable, if nothing worse. It is 
clearly no man’s duty to remain in external connection with a 
body of professed Christians — he is not in fellowship with them 
— when his Christian liberty, his right of free thought and free 
speech, is denied, or even begrudged him. We look upon the 
organization of separate New Church societies, therefore, as 
quite a normal and necessary thing in most cases, and useful, 
too, in many ways. For by means of such separate organiza- 
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tions, the works of Swedenborg are likely to be more widely 
distributed, and thus the clear light of heaven to be more exten- 
sively diffused among men. Only let not these societies ima- 
gine that, because they have more and higher truth than others, 
therefore they are pre-eminently the church, and then we have 
not a word to utter against separate organizations, where cir- 
cumstances seem to justify and require them. 

IV. We maintain further, that our idea on this subject has 
a direct tendency to discourage that spiritual pride, or self-right- 
eousness, which can hardly fail to attain to a prodigious height 
under the fostering influence of the old idea. Here, we will 
suppose, are fifty Swedenborgian societies. Now, let all the 
people composing these societies cherish the belief for a number 
of years, that they alone are the Lord’s true church on earth — 
let this be taught them habitually by their ministers, and ac- 
cepted as the truth — and what would be the natural and almost 
necessary effect of it ? Evidently to extinguish all true humil- 
ity, and beget within them much of that terrible spirit which is 
ever prone to say, “ Stand by thyself, for I am holier than 
thou — to encourage within them the growth of self-righteous- 
ness, whose effect always is to remove men farther and farther 
from the Lord, and draw them nearer and nearer to the devil. 
One of the worst and most hopeless of all states, is a state of 
spiritual pride ; and it is no less dangerous for societies than for 
individuals to fall into this state. Men are naturally prone to 
think highly of themselves — more highly than they ought to 
think ; and what is naturally true of individuals is naturally true 
of societies of men. ^ There is as much social, as individual, pride 
and selfishness. Societies, professing a particular creed, are as 
much inclined as individuals to think that they are therefore 
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better than the people of a different creed. And it is pecu- 
liarly grateful to the natural feelings of such societies to have 
others acknowledge that they are better. But it is very disa- 
greeable to them to have people deny this ; just as it is disagree- 
able to the natural man to be denied that which his pride and 
vanity crave. And if any one in connection with such societies 
denies their superior goodness, or denies that they are pre-emi- 
nently the church, he is at once distrusted — looked upon as a 
heretic, or at best as one not quite sound in the faith — perhaps 
pointed at as an enemy to the society or church to which he be- 
longs. Especially is such a result likely to follow, when the 
society is conscious of possessing more truth than many others, 
as is the case with New Church societies. 

V. This doctrine or notion about the visible church, is per- 
nicious in another way. It tends to draw the mind away from 
what is internal to what is external — away from the real to the 
imaginary — away from principles to persons. For, say what we 
will, where the visible church is believed in and talked of, this, 
with the majority of people, will hold the most prominent place. 
It will stand out before their minds in boldest relief. To be in 
this visible, church, will very soon come to mean, with the major- 
ity at least, the same thing as to be in the real church. They 
will speak of it and think of it as the real church. And to come 
into the church will be understood to mean no more than becom- 
ing a member of some society or external organization, which, 
of course, requires an assent to the articles of belief, and a de- 
cent outward life. This will be called coming into the church 
“ in an orderly way” And you will, of course, be permitted to 
remain in this church so long as your outward life remains fair, 
and you are not found guilty of any very criminal acts. Yes, 



Digitized by Google 




NOT A VISIBLE BODY. 



5T 



in this church — not the true church of God’s building, but one 
of man’s own contriving — you may remain, while your outward 
righteousness or respectability lasts, your soul meanwhile slum- 
bering, it may be, over the very brink of hell — the fountains of 
heavenly life drying up within you — all tender and innocent 
- affections dying out in your heart — the true, internal, living 
church, which consists in a life of charity or neighborly love, 
receding farther and farther by slow degrees — a cold and cal- 
culating selfishness, and a still more palsying worldliness, creep- 
ing like a nightmare over your spiritual vitals ; and you all the 
while lulled into blissful security by the siren song of that dan- 
gerous and delusive charmer, the visible church . Evermore do 
you hear her voice, above all other voices, proclaiming in your 
ears the agreeable tidings, “ Here is the church ! Here is the 
church ! And you are in it, as every one may see,” And thus 
the true church is overlooked — forgotten — lost sight of — by 
having men’s thoughts habitually directed to that visible body of 
people — that outward temple, “ the work of men’s hands,” which 
is called, and by multitudes believed to be, the church. Men 
naturally wish to get into the church, as they wish to get into 
heaven, in the quickest and easiest way possible. And where 
the visible church is believed in, it is very easy to get into it — 
quite as easy as to get into Buckingham Palace. You need only 
the proper credentials, and a suitable dress — a little outside 
righteousness, and such an external compliance with certain 
forms and ceremonies, as even the worst of men are capable of. 
And how much are men inclined to feel satisfied with themselves 
when once they think that they are fairly in the church l And 
how unfailingly do multitudes deceive themselves on this point, 
and what irreparable loss do they suffer in consequence, where 

3 * 
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the notion of a risible church is believed and preached ! So 
mischievous is this belief in a practical point of view ! 

But let this notion be abandoned — let the visible church 
cease to be talked about or thought of — let the very existence 
of any such church as a true church be denied, and let the 
genuine doctrine on this subject be proclaimed and believed, 
and every thing is at once reversed. People then see that the 
Lord’s church is not a visible body ; and that, therefore, com- 
ing into the church must mean something very different from 
joining a society or some external organization. The true 
doctrine teaches us that heaven is a state of life — a state whose 
constituents are love to the Lord and love to the neighbor. 
And “ it can by no means be said that heaven is without any 
one, but that it is within him. This shows how they are 
deceived who imagine that, to go to heaven is only to he taken up 
amongst the angels” — H. H 5 4. And as the case is in respect 
to heaven, so also is it in respect to the church ; for the latter 
consists in a certain state of life — a state of charity and faith — 
the same as the former. “ That which constitutes heaven with 
man, also constitutes the church with him ; for as love and faith 
constitute heaven, so they also constitute the church. Thus, 
from what has been already said concerning heaven, it may 
evidently be seen what the church is.” — N, J D. 241. This is 
the New and true doctrine concerning heaven and the church. 
And by the light of this doctrine it is seen, that, since no one 
can really go to heaven by simply being “ taken up amongst 
the angels,” much less can any one really come into the church 
by joining a particular society, or by coming into a formal con- 
nection with any body of people, or by believing and professing 
any particular doctrines. It is seen, that, to come into the 



Digitized by Google 




NOT A VISIBLE BODY. 



59 



church, is to come into a state of goodness and truth — a state 
akin to that of the angels ; or, to have the essential constituents 
of the church — charity and faith — come into us. It is to come 
into a state of spiritual nearness to, and conjunction with, the 
Lord. Let this New doctrine be proclaimed and accepted in 
lieu of the Old one concerning the visible church, and the 
thoughts of men will then be directed towards substantial 
realities. They will see, that, to come into the Lord’s church, 
is to come into a state of disinterested neighborly love — a state 
to love, and to find a delight in doing, the commandments of the 
Lord ; and that they are really in the church only so far as 
they are in this state . They may join some religious society, 
and may thereby receive and impart spiritual benefits ; and this 
is very well. But they will never imagine that they are any 
more in the church for having joined such a society, nor look 
upon others who have not joined it, as therefore out of the church ; 
for with them, no visible body whatever is the church . 

VI. But the old notion about a visible church is mischievous 
in other ways. Besides encouraging people in the belief that 
they are really in the church — having entered it, as they are 
told, “ in an orderly way ” — when they have been admitted “ to 
all the rights and privileges” of some organized society, its 
tendency is to foster in the societies themselves the miserable 
spirit of sect and of proselytism. Looking upon these societies 
in the aggregate as composing the visible church, they naturally 
persuade themselves that the church increases in proportion as 
the number of people in these societies increases. Add num- 
bers to these societies, and it is thought you add strength to the 
church. To make converts to our doctrines, therefore, and 
have these converts received into societies “in the orderly 
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yav,” is the grand desideratum. Where this is seen going on 
the fastest, there the church is thought to be most prosperous. 
Therefore, there is a disposition to appeal to the intellect rather 
than to the heart — to induce people to believe as we do, rather 
than to shun evils as sins, or live the -life of charity. And when 
they have become converted to our way of thinking , then, pro- 
vided their outward life be respectable, they are persuaded to 
“join the church” — an expression in common use even among 
New Churchmen. And with these accessions of numbers, the 
church is thought to increase. The visible church becomes 
more visible — more imposing — larger; yes, and it would be 
stronger , if the strength of the Lord’s church consisted in the 
number of His professed disciples. But while numbers are all- 
important in the affairs of this world, because majorities here 
are usually the strongest, it is otherwise in the church. In that 
kingdom, which is not of this world, and where goodness and 
truth bear rule, “ one may chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight.” 

But let this notion about the visible church be rejected, and 
this hurtful spirit of proselytism perishes at once. For there 
is scarcely any thing more chilling — more destructive of the 
life of genuine charity — more utterly antagonistic to the true 
church of the Lord, than this spirit. Let the new and true 
doctrine be received and acknowledged, that the genuine church 
is not a visible body , but that it includes all on earth who belong 
to the Lord's kingdom — all who in heart acknowledge and wor- 
ship Him, and shun evils as sins, and whom the Lord alone 
knows — and there is nothing left for the greedy and mischievous 
spirit of proselytism to feed upon. The natural ambition to 
build up a sect or party, under the mistaken idea, that, in doing 
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so, we are building up the Lord’s true church, loses at once its 
stimulus. We no longer look upon a man as in the church , sim- 
ply because he is in our communion, or belongs to our party ; 
nor as out of the church , because he belongs to a different com- 
munion, or is not of our party. Our efforts will be directed, 
not merely to winning people over to our way of thinking , 
and thus drawing them into our communion, in the belief that 
we are thereby drawing them into the church ; but rather to 
winning them from the way of sin to the way of holiness — from 
loving and doing their own will, to loving and doing the will 
of the Father which is in the heavens — from the love and wor- 
ship of self, to the love and worship of the Lord. We shall, 
therefore, while cherishing this high and holy purpose — the 
very purpose of the angels in heaven — be leading ourselves 
and others continually to look within at the springs of life and 
action — to scan our hidden motives — to explore the recesses 
of our hearts — to look at our ends and aims of life. We shall 
be leading ourselves and others to ask, not merely what we 
believe , but what we love — not how we think, but what we in- 
tend — not what we seem and profess to be , but what we really 
are. And thus we shall lead people to ask, not what is their 
external but what is their internal communion — not whether 
their bodies are in the visible and imaginary church, but whether 
their souls are in the invisible and real one. We shall lead 
them to look at themselves and judge themselves, as the Lord 
and the angels look at and judge them ; for the Lord regards 
our ends and aims of life , and not merely what we believe ; and 
the angels of heaven dwell with us, not simply in our beliefs , 
but in our ends — in our dominant loves, “ The end proposed 
by man,” says Swedenborg, “ is what alone the Lord regards. 
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Howsoever his thoughts and actions are modified, which may 
be in innumerable ways, provided the end proposed he goody 
they also are all good ; but if the end he evil, they are all evil. 
. . . The end proposed by man is his very life, and all that 
he thinks and does derives life from it ; because, as just ob- 
served, they are dependent upon it. Therefore, as is the end 
proposed, such is the life of man. The end is nothing but the 
love ; for it is not possible that man should regard any thing 
as an end but what he loves.” — A. C. 1317. “ The very angels 
attendant on man have their abode solely in his ends of life ” — 
A. C. 3796. When this old notion concerning the visible 
church begins to be given up, then, and then only, may we 
reasonably expect that the mischievous spirit of sect and of 
proselytism will begin to die out from the heart of Christendom, 
and a larger, truer, and heavenlier spirit take its place. 

VII. Once more : This visible-church notion is hostile to 
individual freedom, and therefore to human progress : for its 
legitimate and inevitable tendency is, to discourage and stifle 
all independent thought — to suppress all free inquiry, and thus 
virtually to deny the right of private judgment in matters of 
religious faith. A sufficient exemplification of the truth of this 
may be seen in the Roman Catholic communion, where the 
visible-church doctrine has been more highly extolled, and more 
tenaciously clung to, than anywhere else. This notion lies at 
the very foundation of the Romish hierarchy, as it must lie at 
the foundation of any and every hierarchy ; for in the opinion 
of Catholics, the visible church is the only church, and that 
church is among the Romanists. They alone hold the keys of 
St. Peter. They alone have the power to bind and loose — to 
open and shut heaven to whomsoever they will. Upon the 
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simple question of the visibility of the church, the Romanist and 
the Swedenborgian are perfectly agreed. Both presume to 
locate the church — to say where it is — to know who constitute it 
■ — and thus to define its limits, or calculate its numbers. The 
only difference is, that the Swedenborgian says, “ Lo ! here ” is 
the church, while the Romanist says, “Lo! there.” And 
in assuming to know, what can be known to no one hut the 
Lord alone , one is not a whit less arrogant or presumptuous 
than the other. And we know very well how the freedom 
of the individual, and the right of private judgment, are 
regarded by the Romish hierarchy. We know that they are 
utterly denied ; so that a good Catholic never pretends that he 
is at liberty to think for himself upon matters pertaining to 
religion or the church — never thinks of holding an opinion 
different from what “ Mother Church i” has taught, nor imagines 
that he has any right to do so. And we know, too, what the 
consequence has been, and what it must ever be, of this utter 
suppression of all free thought in the individual. But it is not 
so well nor s 6 generally known, that the inevitable tendency to 
this is everywhere, and at all times, inherent in the very idea 
of a visible church. 

See how infallibly this idea tends to the destruction of indi- 
vidual freedom, and to the upbuilding of a Babel instead of the 
Lord’s true church ! For wherever this visible-church doctrine 
is received, there is ever a disposition to build up a hierarchy. 
The one is the sure accompaniment of the other. For they 
who believe that the church is a visible body, naturally wish to 
have it as visible and imposing as possible. To this end they 
desire to have all who are of their faith organized into one 
body, and under one head ; for thus the church seems to become 
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more visible. Its true limits are then more apparent — more 
easily defined. And once organized, the chief rulers will im- 
mediately begin to identify this hierarchy — this Babel reared 
by human hands — with the temple of the living God, the true 
church. They will speak of it as the church , and teach the 
people to think of it, and speak of it, and look to it, as their 
Mother , whom they are commanded to honor even as they honor 
their Father. For, hear what a committee of the General 
Convention, of which the President himself was chairman, say : 
“ No honor is paid to the Father ’unless the Mother also is 
honored.” And by the Mother is here meant the General 
Convention, or “the General Church of the Country,” as it is 
modestly called. “ The General Church is to decide how these 
precepts [the precepts of the Lord in his Word] are to be 
understood, and what they require all the parts of the church to 
shun or to do. . . . In the same manner are the decisions of the 
larger societies, the commands of a mother to the smaller, and 
the decisions of the smaller [the commands of a mother] to the 
individuals who compose them. . . . When, therefore, any one 
assumes to pass judgment upon the deliberate and united 
doings of the whole, he assumes to have more of the church in 
him, or to be wiser, than the whole. Let it also* be remembered 
that the imperfection of the church furnishes no more excuse 
for treating its decisions with disrespect and disobedience, than 
the circumstance of a natural mother’s being not yet fully 
regenerated, furnishes a justification for the rebellion of her 
child.” — N, J. Magazine for Sept ., 1840, pp. 26, 27. 

We find substantially the same position taken, and the same 
dootrine taught in regard to the supremacy of the church viewed 
as a visible body of men, and our obligation to honor this body as 
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our “spiritual mother,” in the Report of the Committee of 
Ministers of which the Rev. Thomas Worcester was also chair- 
man, read before the Convention for 1855. ( See Journal of 

the thirty-seventh General Convention of the New Church in the 
United States, p. 30, et seg.) And in a communication to the 
Convention of 1852, written by a New Church minister, (Rev. 
T. B. Hayward,) one of the earliest members of that body, thor- 
oughly identified with its order and policy, and now one of the 
editors of the Convention’s organ, (the N. J. Magazine,) we find 
the following, which is quite in harmony with the foregoing ex- 
tracts : “ Now, if we wish to honor our Mother, the church, we 
shall take care to give it such form and organization as will 
enable us to look up to it with the greatest degree of regard, 
and to put into its hands such powers, endow it with such func- 
tions, and give it such influence, as will enable it to perform 
not only the fostering, cherishing, and helping, but the rebuking , 
chastising , and correcting duties of a mother towards and over 
us. We shall do this not only because we wish to honor and 
respect our Mother Church, [meaning the General Convention, 
as is plain from the whole tenor of his letter,] agreeably to the 
commandment, but because we desire to yield her our deepest 
filial regard, and our most sincere obedience.” ( Journal of 
Convention, p. 202.) And in a sermon from Matthew xviii. 
18, by the Rev. Thomas Worcester, published in the New Je- 
rusalem Magazine for June, 1843, we find the following re- 
markable language in reference to binding and loosing upon 
earth : “Now the church binds upon earth , or, in other w r ords, 
retains the sins of men, when it regards them as having been 
guilty, and as continuing to be guilty, of sins ; that is, as having 
committed sin, and not having repented of it, and thus put it 
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away. . . . And the church looses upon earth , or, in other words, 
remits the sins of men, when it regards them as not having been 
guilty, or, if guilty, as having repented, and reformed.” (p. 386.) 
It should be borne in mind that our brother is here speaking 
of a visible New Church, or of the church as a visible body of 
men on earth. For, speaking shortly after of some persons who 
might be disposed to take exceptions to his exposition of the 
text, and to regard the law, thus expounded, as “ arbitrary and 
unjust,” he remarks : “ It appears [to them] to bestow an au- 
thority upon men, which they are not qualified to exercise. It 
seems to make the eternal condition of some dependent upon 
the caprice, the partialities, and antipathies of others. And the 
general cry is, [and is it not a sensible cry ?] 6 Who can forgive 
sins but God only ? ’ ” And how does the writer proceed to an- 
swer this very natural and reasonable objection, which he ima- 
gines some people may raise to his explanation of this text in 
Matthew ? Does he say that he would not be so understood ? 
That he does not really mean all that his objectors imagine ? 
Does he attempt to show that there is nothing “ arbitrary and 
unjust” in the law as he has expounded it? That it does net 
“ bestow an authority upon men, which they are not qualified 
to exercise”? That it does not “make the eternal condition 
of some dependent upon the caprice, the partialities, and anti- 
pathies of others”? Nothing of the sort. He apparently ad- 
mits the force of the objection, and only aims to silence his 
objectors by reminding them that such is the declared will of 
the Lord, when he merely adds : “But in their professions of 
loyalty, they forget that if He [God] alone can forgive sin, He 
alone can prescribe the mode in which He will do it, and that 
He has prescribed this mode. In their attempts to honor Him, 
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therefore, they really dishonor Him by despising His ordi- 
nances.” — Tb. And thus the objection is summarily disposed 
of — not by any effort at its removal, as by showing that it 
really has no foundation, but in a manner more characteristic 
of the advocates of high-church doctrines — by an attempt to 
silence the objectors. Then, after referring to some “honest 
fears” that may exist, founded upon a knowledge of men’s 
disposition to abuse power, this writer continues: “These 

abuses, however, and these propensities to abuse, do not show 
that there is no church, that there can be no church, [i. e., as a 
visible body,] and that there ought to be none which has the 
powers that are here ascribed to it ” — to wit, the power to retain 
and remit the sins of men, according as this visible body, which 
assumes to be the church — frail, ignorant, erring, sinful, as all 
such bodies are and must be — shall regard them as guilty or 
innocent, (p. 387.) 

How different from all this is the explication of the same 
text given by the Lord’s chosen servant ! “ They,” says Swe- 

denborg, “ who are separated from the true doctrine of the 
church, persuade themselves that such power was given by the 
Lord to Peter, and also to the rest of the disciples of the Lord. 
Hence that infernal heresy, that it is in human power to let into 
heaven, and to exclude from heaven, whomsoever it pleases ; 
when yet, according to the true doctrine of the church, which 
is also the internal of the Word, that power belongs to the Lord 
alone. . . . Every one who thinks from sound reason, may see 
and conceive that man cannot loose one sin, [then how can a 
number of men do it ?] inasmuch as sin is not loosed except by 
the formation of a new life ; that is, by regeneration from the 
Lord.” — A. C. 9410. 
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We hope no one will put an uncharitable construction upon 
our citation of public documents, published with their authors’ 
names. The extracts we have given, have been made because 
they are peculiarly pertinent , as illustrating the tendency and 
effects of the visible-church notion which we are combating. 
Books, pamphlets, sermons, reports, and other printed docu- 
ments designed for the public, are, of course, to be regarded as 
public property ; and no one, by fair quotations from such docu- 
ments, giving their authors’ names, can justly be considered as 
transgressing against any rule of propriety, or any law of Chris- 
tian charity. And nowhere, outside of our own communion , 
have we ever known Christian writers to find fault with this, 
nor heard of such quotations being characterized as “ personal 
allusions ” in the popular and bad sense of that expression. Our 
brethren from whom we have quoted the above paragraphs, are 
to be commended for their consistency, as well as for their frank- 
ness in uttering the sentiments they hold ; for it needs no extra- 
ordinary amount of logical acumen to perceive, that the chief 
error of these brethren, and one which lies back of the para- 
graphs here cited, consists in supposing that the church, which 
has authority to bind and loose on earth — the church which we 
are commanded to honor as our a spiritual mother,” and among 
whose special prerogatives are to be reckoned “ the rebuking, 
chastising, and correcting duties of a mother,” is a visible body . 
And it is for the purpose of showing to what conclusions this 
error not only may lead, but actually has led, that we have in- 
troduced the above paragraphs. 

We might easily multiply extracts from New Church writ- 
ers, similar to those already cited. But we trust we have 
quoted enough to show that we are not engaged in beating the 
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air, or in combating a mere phantom. And we ask, in all seri- 
ousness, wherein these Swedenborgian writers differ from the 
Romanists in regard to the church, save in respect to its mere 
locale !, or the particular individuals and congregations composing 
it ? The former believe it to be where the distinctive doctrines 
of the New Jerusalem are received or professed ; while the lat- 
ter maintain that it is among those who accept the dogmas of 
Rome, and acknowledge the supremacy of the Pope. Both be- 
lieve that the church is a visible body ; only, one believes that 
it is “ here,” and the other that it is “ there.” Both speak of it 
as “ our Mother the Church,” who is to be honored even as we 
honor our Father — who is “to decide how the precepts of the 
Word are to be understood,” and whose decisions we are bound 
to respect as “ the commands of a mother ;” — as one who is “ to 
perform, not only the fostering, cherishing, and helping, but the 
rebuking, chastising, and correcting duties of a mother and 
this, notwithstanding Swedenborg teaches as plainly as lan- 
guage can teach, that mother , when the name is applied to the 
true church, or church of the New Jerusalem, does not signify 
any visible body whatever, but is used in its celestial or New 
Church sense, in which sense it signifies “ the communion of the 
saints, by which is meant His [the Lord’s] church spread over 
all the world.” — T. C. R. 307. Both affirm, what our heav-en- 
illumined teacher calls “ that infernal heresy,” that a visible 
body of men hold in their hands, as a divine legacy, the keys 
of St. Peter ; both agree, that to a visible body of people the Lord 
has delegated the power of binding and loosing — the power to 
retain and to remit the sins of men. 

Now see how the belief of all this, which follows logically 
from the belief in the church as a visible body, tends directly, 
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and of necessity, to the suppression of all free thought, and Che 
utter extinction of every thing like true independence, individu- 
ality, and manliness of character. We know what the result 
has been in the Roman Catholic church. We know that the 
great mass of people there are not allowed — certainly are not 
encouraged — to think, and do not think at all upon religious 
subjects. A few individuals, enjoying high official positions, 
claim the right to do all the thinking there ; and their thoughts 
are published as the decisions and teachings of “Mother 
Church.” The people, like dutiful children, are to accept what 
this mother gives, without asking foolish questions. They are 
to receive her instruction without troubling themselves to 
inquire whether it be true or false. Submission — implicit sub- 
mission to the declared will of the mother, and unquestioning 
assent to her dicta, is the doctrine inculcated. He is the best 
Catholic who is most submissive — most obedient to the com- 
mands of his mother — and not he who is most faithful to the 
truth that the Lord has made known to him through the free 
exercise of his God-given faculties. Who cannot see that the 
tendency of this is to discourage and stifle, not to quicken and 
animate, free thought ? 

And what has happened in the Roman Catholic communion, 
must and will happen in every communion where the Romish 
dogma of a visible church, and that church the mother whom 
we are commanded to honor, is accepted for the truth. The 
timid will ever be afraid of incurring the displeasure or male- 
diction of Mother Church ; and therefore they will not dare to 
think, for fear they may think differently from their mother. 
They will, therefore, accept for truth whatever this visible body 
may teach, without examining it for themselves to see whether 



Digitized by Google 




NOT A VISIBLE BODY. 



71 



it be true. They will eat whatever their mother gives them — 
wear whatever clothes she thinks best. Her food may be very 
indigestible — very unwholesome ; the garments she prescribes 
may be very uncomfortable and binding ; but this class of per- 
sons would prefer to endure all this, and much more, rather 
than run the risk of thinking differently from their mother, 
and thereby incurring her malediction. Another class, who 
are selfish, ambitious, fond of going with the multitude, bow 
with a base servility to the decisions of the Mother, as a means 
of ingratiating themselves with the powers that be. They sing 
the praises, laud the deeds, good or bad, of the Mother, and 
thus gratify her vanity ; and she in turn approbates their con- 
duct, and gratifies their ambition. These, too, become, if they 
are not now, strangers to all free, vigorous, and honest thought. 
And if, perchance, there be a few who have too much manliness 
and Christian integrity to barter their freedom at any price — 
who will think for themselves, and express their thoughts, 
however they may differ from the decisions of the Mother — 
they are pronounced disorderly, disobedient, rebellious. And 
if they persist in their course of free and unfettered inquiry, 
and especially if they call in question any opinion which the 
Mother has pronounced, then they are quietly sent to Coventry. 
Their opinions are represented as unsound, heretical, dangerous. 
Their characters are maligned, and every thing done that can 
be done to array prejudice against them, in the hope of check- 
ing the contagion of their example, and destroying their influ- 
ence. Who cannot see how effectually this tends to discourage 
all free and manly thought ? 

Such, then, are some, though by no means all , of the mis- 
chiefs which flow legitimately from the old dogma of a visible 
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church; mischiefs so inseparable from that dogma, that they 
are sure to result, to a greater or less extent, wherever the 
dogma prevails. What are we to say, then, of a doctrine that 
produces such results, or that tends towards such issues ? “ Do 

men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? ” 

And how opposite in all respects are the practical tendencies 
of the heavenly doctrine of the New Jerusalem as here un- 
folded ! The doctrine which declares that the true church of 
the Lord is a spiritual and invisible body, consisting of all 
humble, earnest, true and loving souls, by whatsoever names 
they may be known on earth ; — of all those meek and lowly 
ones, who, within the secret closet of their hearts — unseen by 
all save Ilim “who seeth in secret” — worship the Father “ in 
spirit and in truth.” These all “ have one Master, Christ,” and 
are “ all brethren,” however they may be unknown to each other 
here on earth, or separated by barriers reared by human hands. 
This large and catholic view* of the church, because it is the 
true view, and one which has come down to us from God out of 
heaven, is calculated to exert the most benign influence, and to 
produce the happiest results, wherever it is cordially received 
and adopted. Being full of the large and benignant spirit of 
the all-merciful and loving Father, its tendency is to breathe 
something of the same spirit into the hearts of all His children. 
It will encourage in no one a spirit of religious indifference, 
nor diminish his desire for the highest goods and truths; on 
the contrary, it is calculated to increase that desire, by open- 
ing wider within us the gates of heaven. It is a doctrine 
directly at war with the narrow and wicked spirit of sect, and 
cannot fail to uproot and destroy that spirit in the hearts of all 
those by whom it is cordially received. And it is equally 
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opposed to the proud and arrogant assumptions of those eccle- 
siastical bodies, who. claim to be, par eminence^ the Lord’s 
chosen people or true church on earth. It teaches us the utter 
folly of attempting to estimate our nearness to God, or the 
measure of our acceptance with Him, by the doctrines we pro- 
fess, by the creed we have subscribed, by the name we bear, by 
the body of people with whom we are visibly connected, by any 
thing, in short, save the nearness of our spirits to the spirit of our 
divine Master : For if we have not the spirit of Christ, we are 
none of His, and of course are not of His church ; but if we 
have His spirit, then are we His children, owned and accepted 
of Him, however we may be disowned and rejected of men. It 
shows us that a man is not necessarily in the church because 
he belongs to our communion, nor necessarily out of the church 
because he belongs to some other; for “ the communion of the 
saints” embraces the humble followers of the Lord every where 
— the innocent and charitable of every name, or “ His church 
spread over all the world.” 

Thus the practical tendency of the true doctrine concerning 
the church on earth is good and heavenly. It tends to with- 
draw our minds from shadows, and fix them on substantial 
realities ; to turn our thoughts away from externals to internals 
— from the form to the essence ; to destroy the spirit of sect, 
and introduce in its stead the spirit of Christ ; to oxalt charity 
above faith, life above doctrine, purity and holiness of heart 
above all names and creeds, the worship of the Father “in 
spirit and in truth” above the most imposing ceremonies on 
mount Gerizim or at Jerusalem. In short, it tends to nourish 
within us a larger, freer, heavenlier spirit — to draw us nearer 
to our Father in the heavens, and into a more intimate and 

4 
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brotherly relation to all His children on earth. The tenden- 
cies of this doctrine, therefore, are altogether good. “ Even so, 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit.” 

In all that we have here said, we would not be understood 
as uttering a syllable against the zealous and combined efforts 
of any elass of Christians, towards promulgating what they 
honestly believe to be the truth. It is proper and right, as it ia 
natural, that those who agree most nearly in their understand- 
ing or interpretations of the truth, should unite their efforts in 
spreading the truth as they understand it. We say not a word 
against any such united action — we counsel and encourage it 
rather. Only let all who are thus united — all who agree in 
their interpretations of truth — believe and acknowledge that 
religious truth cannot be monopolized by any class of men, and 
that they are not the Lord’s church to the exclusion of all others 
whose views chance to differ from their own; and let them, 
therefore, banish from their breasts the mean and unchristian 
spirit of sect, and we have not a word to utter against separate 
and distinct organizations, known and designated by different 
names. Distinct societies exist even in heaven, differing from 
each other as to kinds and degrees of good, and also in their 
views of truth ; yet these differences produce no trouble nor 
discord there, because they are freely allowed , being perceived 
by the angels to be according to divine order, and necessary to 
the perfection of the whole heaven. And in the degree that 
the spirit of heaven, which is the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is infused into the different religious sects on earth, 
similar differences here will result in similar concord ; and then 
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will be that happy time for which good men long and pray, 
when the Father’s Will shall be done on the earth, as it is done 
in the heavens. 

We cannot more appropriately close these remarks, than by 
citing the following instructive paragraph from the Heavenly 
Arcana, concerning certain societies in the world of spirits, who 
imagined that they “alone were alive and in the light,” and # 
that the Lord’s heaven was confined exclusively to themselves : 

“ There are also societies of interior friendship [in the other 
life}. They were such in the life of the body, that they loved 
from the heart those who were within their common conso- 
ciation, and also mutually embraced them as united in brother- 
hood. They believed that they themselves were alive and in the 
light , and that they who were out of their society were re- 
spectively not alive and not in the light . And this being their 
quality and character, they also thought that the Lord’s heaven 
consisted solely of those few. But it was given to tell them 
that the Lord’s heaven is immense, and that it consists of every 
people and tongue, and that all are therein who have been 
principled in the good of love and of faith ; and it was shown 
that there are in heaven those who have relation to all the 
provinces of the body as to its exteriors and interiors ; but that if 
they aspired further than to those things which correspond to 
their life, they could not have heaven ; especially if they con- 
demned others who were out of their society ; and that, in such a 
case, their society is a society of interior friendship, the quality 
whereof is such, that they deprive others of the blessed prin- 
ciple of spiritual affection when they approach them ; for they 
regard them as not the elect, and as not alive ; which thought, 
when communicated, induces what is sad ; and yet this sadness, 
according to the laws of order in the other life, returns to 
them."— A. C. 4805. 
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The following article over the signature of “ Inquisitor,” 
and mine in answer to the same, appeared in the columns of 
the New Church Herald during the month of November, 1855. 
I have been particularly requested to include these articles in 
the pamphlet on “the Visible Church;” and I have consented to 
do so, partly because they harmonize with it in their general 
6cope and purpose, and partly because the questions raised by 
u Inquisitor ” are such as have doubtless arisen in other minds. 
It is hoped that the answers here giren may, at least, aid the 
honest inquirer, and present some things to his mind in clearer 
light, and so be the means, under Providence* of establishing 
him more firmly in the truth. 



END OF ONE CHURCH AND BEGINNING OF ANOTHER : AND WHO 
COMPOSE THE NEW CHURCH P 

Mr. Editor: — Being extremely interested in the late 
discussion concerning the New Church, and who they are that 
compose it, I crave the privilege to make a few inquiries. And 
in the first place, I desire to know distinctly what is meant by 
the end of the first Christian church. I know we are told by 
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Swedenborg that “ a church comes to an end when there is no 
longer any faith in consequence of there being no longer any 
charity.” But this of course is not to be taken as though the 
first Christian church became entirely destitute of faith and 
charity ; but rather that it so falsified every truth, and so cor- 
rupted every good, that it was no longer adequate to subserve 
the uses of a church in the proper connection of mankind with 
heaven. So far, so good. This is intelligible. But still, what 
distinctly constitutes the end of this church is not yet so clear. 
For if, as put forth so copiously by some, and as seems very 
clearly warranted by Swedenborg, the church universal is com- 
posed of all who are principled in charity, in whatever errors 
of faith, scattered over the habitable globe ; and as many of the 
Old Ohurch (some, at least) were and are thus characterized, 
the question arises — How does the Old Church come to an end 
with them ? Was the Old Church ended with the last Judg- 
ment? If so, then what church are these good people who are 
in charity, and yet in errors of faith, members of? Of the 
New Jerusalem ? That seems strange ; for we are told by 
Swedenborg that “ in the New Jerusalem there will not be any 
falsity of faith,” (A. R. 940,) and that “ the New Heaven is 
formed of those who believe in the Lord, God the Saviour, and 
go immediately to Him; and that the rest are rejected.” — (T. 
C. R. 108.) Query then, what church, the Old or the New, 
do these good people belong to, who are principled in charity, 
and yet are in errors of faith ? If to the Old, how is their 
church come to an end ? for such people are recognized now 
by Swedenborg as members of the church universal. Let it be 
particularly observed, that before the end of the first Christian 
church they were in charity and faith, although in errors ; and 
after the end of it, while in the same errors, if they were intro- 
duced into any other church, what was that church, and what 
was the manner of their introduction ? We speak not now of 
formal rites of introduction, but of a virtual introduction, in 
consequence of the end of the Old Church. What was it? 
What is meant, precisely, by this end of the first Christian 
church, with those who were and are still principled in charity, 
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though in errors of faith, and are still recognized as members 
of the church universal ? In other words, did the whole Old 
Church come to an end in 1757? If so, how? And why so 
much talk still about the church being composed of all who are 
in charity, in whatsoever errors of faith ? If there is but one 
true church, and that is the. New Jerusalem, and in this there 
can be u no falsities of faith,” then why so much said about 
u the church ” being composed of all who are in charity, in what- 
soever heresies they may be ? And yet Swedenborg seems to 
warrant this representation, for he says that there will be dis- 
agreements even upon so fundamental a point as “ the Lord’s 
Divine Human and Holy Proceeding: the celestial perceive 
that they are not three, but one ; whereas the spiritual abide in 
the idea of three , yet are willing to think that they are one. 
Since therefore there are distinctions about this most essential 
point of all, it may appear that the varieties and differences of 
doctrinals are innumerable. But notwithstanding there are so 
many varieties and differences of doctrinals, or so many deri- 
vations, still they form together one. church , where all acknow- 
ledge charity as the essential.” (A. C. 3241.) What church is 
specifically meant here, the Old or New, or church universal ? 
But is there any sense in which this church universal, with so 
many errors, can be called the New Church, that is, the New 
Jerusalem ? If so, how did this good part of it come to an end ? 
and what is there new in it ? what that it had not before ? 

Now really, I can see nothing distinctly in all this about a 
New and Old Church, but what Swedenborg seems clearly to 
teach, viz. : — that about a century ago, the Lord did execute a 
judgment in the spiritual world, and form a New Heaven out 
of all who, from the advent of the Lord to that time, had lived 
a life of faith and charity, as well of Christians as of Gentiles ; 
but chiefly of infants, who did not constitute the new heaven 
till they were “instructed by angels” in the proper truths. 
(H. D. 2, 3.) From this New Heaven the New Church on 
earth comes down, and “makes one with it.” This is the 
church, specifically. This is the veritable New Jerusalem. 
There is no other. There may be, and are, approximations to 
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it, among the sects of the Old Church ; some who have nearly 
got rid of all their errors, and some who are so very good that 
they may eclipse the virtues of many in the so-called New 
Church ; but there are none, there can be none, who make 
specifically the New Church , save those who have the truths of 
the New angelic Heaven united with their good. If there are 
but a hundred such on earth, that alters not the consequence ; 
the New Church specifically is confined to these few. Of 
course there are none perfect ; but there may be a few so good 
and so true, that they make a real New Jerusalem, although 
scattered over all the earth. v Bring them together and organize 
them, and then there is a still more perfect church. And now, 
outside of this circle, which must for a long time remain more 
or less invisible to us, the New Church seems to shade off into 
different degrees of good and truth, till it is impossible for us to 
tell where the church ends, and ceases to have the character- 
istics which give it any title at all to the New Jerusalem. We 
pass out from what is really enough the New Church, till we 
get lost in what is called the universal church, where there 
may be a great deal of charity with many errors of faith. 

And now, as to the peculiar delicacy of calling “a few 
Swedenborgians” the New Church, all I have to say is, if they 
are the right kind , they are the church, and there is no other 
New Jerusalem on God’s earth. But let us all beware hoylr we 
lay that flattering unction — the “ right kind ” — to our souls. If, 
however, there are any such, they are the church. If there 
were but twelve of them, it would be quite apostolic, but we 
have reason to think there are more. The fewness of them, if 
so it must for the present be, affects not the consistency of the 
thing in the least. As to the “ Convention,” and the ecclesiasti- 
cal government that these “ Swedenborgians” .may set up, I 
have nothing to say about it. They may be a church without 
a Convention, or with one ; with external organization or with- 
out it. If the organization is true and equitable, no doubt the 
church would be the better for it. And that it will eventually 
be organized aright is as certain as that it exists. 

But my queries relate more particularly to what this “ uni- 
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versed Church” is, and how the Old Church distinctly came to 
an end. If all who are principled in charity, in whatsoever 
errors, must still be recognized as the church in larger form, 
and Swedenborg does so speak, then in what manner did it ever 
come to an end? For before the Last Judgment such a church 
existed ; and after it, it was the same, with the exception of a 
gradual increase of light and a tendency to the New Jerusalem 
in consequence of that Judgment. If it i3 not yet the New 
Church, and yet is not the Old, because that is ended, and yet 
still it is a church, what can it be but the old with more or less 
enlightenment from the new heaven ? 

And still the question remains — How then did that Old 
Church come to an end ? We know how the first heaven passed 
away : Swedenborg tells us very distinctly. And we know also 
how the New Heaven commenced, and what it is. It is not 
made of any evils or falsities ; for “ there shall not enter into 
it any thing that defileth, and that worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie,” Rev. xxi. 27. “ There will not be any falsity 

of faith,” (A. R. 940,) but that heaven is “ formed of those who 
believe in the Lord God the Saviour, and go immediately to 
him ; and the rest are rejected.” (T. C. R. 108.) But now, 
when the first heaven and the first earth passed away, or those 
imaginary heavens inhabited by Christians and others who were 
in exterior but not in interior good, did the Old Church on 
earth pass away ? If so, how ? There was no visible passing 
away, like as there was in the spiritual world ; and besides, 
those who were in real good there, such as those signified by 
the “ sheep,” were elevated into a real heaven at that time. 
Was there any event corresponding to this, which took place 
with the good people in the Old Church on earth at that time ? 
If so, what was it? For it seems that we need to see some- 
thing that is clear on this point, in order to the distinct under- 
standing of what the end of the Old Church consisted in, and 
what was the real New Church that commenced. 

The truth of the matter appears to be, that the first heaven 
came, to an end by passing away — the good into a real heaven 
and the bad into a real hell And then a new heaven was 
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established, composed as aforesaid. And now, if “ the New 
Church comes down from that heaven, and makes one with it/’ 
what other New Church can there be, specifically speaking, but 
•* those few Swedenborgians” who are of the “ right kind,” (but 
oh ! what a terrible sifting, perhaps, we should have to endure 
here,) and who are in reality the church of the New Jerusalem ? 
There is no more impropriety in this, or occasion for any felt 
inconsistency, than there was concerning the few fishermen that 
mainly composed the apostolic number. There must be a 
beginning somewhere — perhaps a first one. And if this is so, 
then what is all this outside of the specific New Jerusalem, but 
the Old Church, with more or less increasing light and good 
from the new heaven of angels ? There may be, and undoubt- 
edly is, a great deal of good in the Old Church — there may be 
even more than there is in the New — but not so much truth. 
But that doesn’t make it the New Jerusalem. But shall we 
not respect that good, and honor it far more than the perfect 
truth of the New? Yes, most decidedly! For truth is net 
truth, fully and perfectly, until it is united to good. But still, 
may there not be in all the New Church, so called, some — say 
half a dozen — who are as good as any in the Old Church ? It 
would be singular if the Lord had not yet given that seal and 
testimony of his New Church. Here, then, we come to the 
point. Saying nothing of numbers, nor of organization, nor of 
conventions, are not these half a dozen the only New Church 
on earth, most properly and specifically speaking ? * And if so, 
does not all outside of this little circle shade off into less and 
less of the New Church, till it is impossible to find it among 
the church universal ? I should like to know, Mr. Editor, if 
this is not the simple common-sense view of the matter, and if 
there is any cause or occasion for bigotry or ill-feeling about it. 
I very much desire to know if this is not all in principle that can 
be said about it. (Of course, the question is amazingly altered 
by leaving out the matter of external organization, but I choose 
not now to meddle with that.) 

But yet the question remains — How did the first Christian 
Church distinctively come to an end ? Was it simply by the 
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establishment of the New Heaven and the New Church, which 
is the Lord’s Church by good and truth and organization in the 
heavens, and so far as it can be so on earth, and because the 
Lord has only one such church at a time ? Thus, that this is 
his church now, and has been since the Last Judgment, as the 
first Christian Church was before it ; and that that church now 
is only looked upon as Old and at an end, because of the New 
that is established; whereas the good and truth in it really 
never comes to an end, but is vivified and enlightened more and 
more by the New ; but still it is not the New Jerusalem, till it 
embraces all truth with all corresponding good. I do not mean 
till it is perfect, for the heavens themselves are not perfect, but 
till it is sufficiently 60 to constitute the New Jerusalem. 

This is my best wisdom on the subject. I pray for more 
light. I particularly desire my brother Barrett’s best atten- 
tion to this matter. Sure I am, if he will be distinct and dear 
about it, he will gratify many minds. 

Inquisitor. 



REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. 

L 

Mb. Editor : — I have read with very great pleasure the 
article by “Inquisitor” in last week’s Herald, on “The End of 
One Church and the Beginning of Another.” The kind, gen- 
tlemanly, and charitable, though plain and decided manner, in 
which that writer dissents from some positions of mine indi- 
cated in former numbers of the Herald, commands my cordial 
respect; and shows us how easy it is for discussion to be 
Christianly conducted. It never ought to be conducted in any 
other way ; and if it be our object to elicit truth , and not to 
gain a victory, it never will be. Why should one brother 
assume that he is altogether right, and take it as a kind of 
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personal affront whenever his views are controverted? It is 
very easy to love, and always to treat m a courteous and 
friendly way, those who defer to us on all occasions, and 
always agree with us in opinion. To do this, is no evidence 
whatever that one is a Christian. The merely natural man can 
do it, and does do it. But to maintain a cordial respect for 
those who dissent from our opinions — to respect their freedom 
of thought and speech, and to feel just as friendly towards 
them when they differ from, as when they agree with us, this is 
not natural — not so easy. Yet this is what we ought diligently 
to strive after; and we should not think that we have made 
much progress in the regenerate life, until we have attained 
it. If men of the New Church cannot differ in opinion, and 
still cherish for each other love and respect — if they cannot put 
forth publicly different views, and carry on a discussion in a 
Christian spirit, then they can have made but little progress 
towards heaven; they can have but little of heaven or the 
church in them. 

Our kind brother, “ Inquisitor,” calls on me at the close of 
his article, to give my best attention to the points of difficulty 
which he has raised, or which have sprung up in his own mind. 
I will cheerfully do so, especially as these same difficulties have 
probably arisen in other minds, and have, at least, a strong 
appearance of being real difficulties. The solution, however, is 
quite clear to my own mind ; and although I may not succeed 
in making it equally clear to others, I will, at the solicitation of 
your generous correspondent, do the best I can. But I fear I 
shall not be able to answer all your correspondent’s queries, 
nor do full justice to the subject, or to my own views thereon, 
in a pingle article. 
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“ What is meant by the end of the first Christian Church T* 
This is the first question started by “ Inquisitor,” and one to 
which I think a pretty distinct answer may be obtained. 

But it is important to premise in the outset, that Sweden- 
borg employs the word church sometimes (as when speaking of 
the true church) to denote all those who are of the Lord’s 
kingdom on earth, sometimes to denote a particular system of 
religious doctrines apart from persons, and sometimes to denote 
the persons who profess, and in some sense embody, those 
doctrines. And it may be useful, and may prevent much of 
the confusion in which this subject is often involved, to bear 
’this distinction constantly in mind. When our author speaks 
of the end, death f or consummation of the former Christian 
Church, and of the commencement , inauguration, or coming of 
a New Church, as a general thing he has no reference whatever 
to persons , but to two distinct systems of religious doctrine, 
characterized as the Old and the New;— or, more properly 
speaking, to the end of one epoch and the commencement of 
another — to the end of the Old or First, and the commence- 
ment of a New, Christian Dispensation. We use the word 
church often in the same sense — not as referring to individuals , 
but to a system of religious doctrines. Thus, when we say 
that the New Church teaches so and so, we refer to what is 
taught in that doctrinal system of theology revealed through 
Swedenborg, and not to what those persons teach, who profess 
the new theology. These may, or they may not, teach the 
same ; and if not, the New Church , we say, is not responsible for 
their errors. The New Church, regarded as a divinely author- 
ized system of doctrines, is infallibly true ; but the pecple who 

profess these doctrines may, in their understanding of them, 

% 
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fall into many and great errors. The New Church as consist- 
ing of certain doctrines , and the New Church as consisting of 
certain persons who profess these doctrines , are not to be Con- 
founded, any more than Christians and Christianity are to be 
confounded. Chistians, it is true, profess Christianity; but 
what conclusion should we often be forced to draw, if we were 
to judge of the character of the latter by that of the former ? 

We must be careful, then, to distinguish between the church 
as consisting of doctrines , and the church as consisting of 
persons professing the doctrines ; otherwise we shall get terri- 
bly confused in considering this, and all kindred questions. 
Swedenborg very clearly teaches us this distinction. For he 
often says that the Holy City, New Jerusalem, signifies the 
New Church as to doctrine . (See A. R. 194, 861, 881, 896, &c.) 
Therefore, by the descent of this city, is signified the descent to 
the plane of ordinary human intelligence, or a revelation from 
God out of heaven, to the minds of men on earth, of the doc- 
trines of the New Church. (A. R. 896.) And when this reve- 
lation was made, or was being made, we say that then w*as the 
commencement of the New Age, Dispensation, or Church. 

Whence is the idea concerning the end of the first Christian 
Church derived ? It is not an invention of Swedenborg. It 
is taught in the prophetic language of Scripture. It is the very 
event pointed at by the gvvreXeia rov aitivog — “ the consumma- 
tion of the age” — so often referred to in the New Testament. 
And the meaning of this original Greek phrase shows us what 
we are to understand by the end of the church , so often re- 
ferred to by Swedenborg. It is the end of the first Christian 
Era — the close, consummation, or winding up, of that peculiar 
order of things in the world of spirits, which had existed from 
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the time of the Lord’s first advent until 1757, the date of the 
Last Judgment Immense multitudes had, during this period, 
assembled in the world of spirits, the intermediate state between 
heaven and hell, and had been permitted there to form for 
themselves imaginary heavens almost without number. They 
were immersed in dreadful falsities, and these falsities had been 
steadily accumulating for centuries, until at last not a single 
truth of the Word remained, which was not, or had not been, 
falsified. They then formed to themselves religious establish- 
ments — powerful hierarchies — through whose potent influence, 
combined with the sphere of falses which prevailed, the human 
mind was held in a state of complete vassalage — as it were 
imprisoned and in chains. And these imaginary heavens in the 
world of spirits, so numerous yet so immersed in falses, hung 
like a dark cloud over the minds of men upon earth, and kept 
them imprisoned also. But these heavens were broken up and 
dissipated at the time of the Last Judgment. Out of the good 
that were among them a new heaven was formed ; and the evil 
were formed into new hellish societies — all removed from the 
world of spirits. Thus the old order of things there was com- 
pletely upset, and a new order established. This was the con- 
summation of the Old Age — the end of the first Christian Dis- 
pensation or Church. 

This great change in the world of spirits could not be with- 
out its influence upon the church on earth. It released human 
minds here below from their previous state of spiritual bond- 
age. It opened the prison doors and let in the light It 
introduced an entirely new order of things (spiritually) upon 
earth — inaugurated a new internal state — commenced a New 
Age — introduced new light and life into the moral world— 
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established a New Church. Accordingly Swedenborg says: 
“ The state of the world and of the church before the last judg- 
ment, was as evening and night , but after it as morning and 
dag” — “ For since communication [with heaven] has been re- 
stored by the last judgment, man is able to be enlightened and 
reformed ; that is, to understand the Divine Truth of the Word, 
to receive it when understood, and to retain it when received ; 
for the interposing obstacles are removed ” — Contin . L, J, 12, 
13. And again he says, that, “ After the last judgment was 
accomplished, there was light in the world of spirits, because 
the infernal societies, which were removed, had been interposed 
like clouds which darken the earth. A similar light also then 
arose in men in the world , giving them new enlightenment .” — 
Ibid, 30. 

This memorable event, which occurred in the world of 
spirits in 1757, did not work any great and immediate change 
in the outward aspect of things here on earth. It did not 
change the external order of things in the church or the state. 
But it produced a great change in the internal condition of the 
church — in the thoughts and perceptions of men relative to 
spiritual things. It freed them from their old spiritual bond- 
age. It let in more light, so that all could see better than for- 
merly. This is precisely what Swedenborg tells us it would 
effect; “For the great change,” says he, “which has been 
effected in the spiritual world does not induce any change in 
the natural world as regards the outward form . . . . But as 
for the state of the church, this it is which will be dissimilar 
hereafter ; it will be similar indeed in the outward form, but 
dissimilar in the inward. To outward appearance, divided 
churches will exist as heretofore; their d o ct ri nes will, be fought 
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as heretofore ; and the same religion as now will exist among 
the Gentiles. But henceforth the man of the church will be 
in a more free state of thinking on matters of faith, that is, on 
spiritual things which relate to heaven, because spiritual lib- 
erty has been restored to him.” “ They [the angels] said — 
that the slavery and captivity in which the man of the church 
was formerly, is removed ; and that now, from restored liberty, 
he can better perceive interior truths if he wills to perceive 
them.” — L. J. 73, 74. 

Thus the Old Age — the Old Church — the old system of 
false docrines, which had been gathering strength for centuries, 
lost its sovereignty at the time of the Last Judgment As a 
living, vital force — as a controlling power on earth, it had run 
its course, and reached its goaL Its race was ended. And 
upon its demise, a New Age is inaugurated. A new morning 
dawns on the world. New light breaks forth from heaven. 
New truths, new modes of thought, new views of God, of duty, 
and of immortality, a new spirit and a new life, descend into the 
heart of humanity. The Old Age is gone, and the New Age 
comes in and takes its place. The Old Church dies, and a New 
Church springs up. The outward forms of the Old — its creed 
and ritual, remain unchanged; but for all that, a new spirit 
finds its way into the hearts of the people . As an eloquent 
writer of our own day has truly said, u An old system of theo- 
logy may pass clean away, and a very different one take its 
place, without the least change in the old creeds and nomencla- 
tures, just as the Roman republic passed into the empire, and 
liberty changed into despotism, without the least change in the 
forms of government.” 

Let any one read Swedenborg’s chapter in the True Chris- 
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tian Religion on the u Consummation of the Age,” and attend 
carefully to the illustrations he employs in explaining what he 
means by the end of the church, and he will be satisfied, I 
think, that the view I have here presented is the correct one. 
And this view will help us to a right understanding of many 
other things in Swedenborg, which seem to be much misunder- 
stood by many. Thus, where he says that the church in his 
day was utterly destroyed ; that not a single truth was there 
which was not falsified, nor a single good that was not adulter- 
ated ; that it was wholly destitute of spiritual life — a mere 
dead carcass, &c. ; and that therefore the Lord had left that 
church, and come to the New : Many seem to infer from expres- 
sions of this sort, which are of frequent occurrence in the 
heavenly doctrines, that there were no individuals in the church 
at that time, who were in any charity or faith, or who had a 
particle of spiritual life; and confining their thoughts still to 
persons , when they think of the Old Church, they are led to the 
strange conclusion, that the Lord has really left all the people 
who profess the Old doctrines, and now abides exclusively with 
those who receive the New. But this is a great mistake-^-a 
monstrous perversion, I may say, of our author’s teaching. So 
far from this, or anything like this being his meaning, he assures 
us that there were a great many persons, especially among the 
simple-minded laity of his day, who were in the good of life, 
and whose good, therefore, must have been interiorly conjoined 
to truth. (See A. E. 233, A. R. 426.) What Swedenborg 
means by the language above referred to, is this : that the great 
system of doctrinal theology, as upheld and taught by the 
learned of his day — as expressed in the creeds and formularies 
of faith — as expounded from pulpits, and chairs of theology — 
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was utterly false, and as such, destitute of the spirit of the gos- 
pel, destitute of the spirit and life of the Lord. Because the 
Lord cannot dwell in falses and evils, therefore his spirit cannot 
abide in a system of false theology, but only in one which is 
true — one which is from Himself. Hence the reason why He 
is said to leave the Old and come to the New Church ; not that 
He leaves the pecple who profees the Old, and comes to those 
who profess the New doctrines. This latter idea has doubtless 
come from erroneously considering the New Church as consist- 
ing of a visible body of men; and is the offspring of that narrow- 
ness, bigotry and sectarianism, which have formed an essential 
element in the Old Church. That many of the people , especially 
among the laity of Swedenborg’s time, were not only in good, 
but in some truths also, and wiser than the learned, see A. C. 
5089, 4760, 3677, 3747 ; A. R. 426. In the last article here 
referred to, Swedenborg says, “ That faith alone, as being com- 
petent to justification, is the faith of the clergy, and not of the 
laity , save such of them as live unconcernedly,” &c. ; showing 
that the great falsity, incorporated into the old theology as a 
fundamental tenet, and which, more than any other, had de- 
stroyed the church, did not really dwell as a falsity in the minds 
of many of the simple laity, as it dwelt in their creeds. 

If I have now succeeded in showing “ distinctly what is 
meant by the end of the first Christian Church,” and the begin- 
ning of a New Church, I trust I shall not have much difficulty 
in answering the other queries of your correspondent, “ In- 
quisitor,” and in clearing the questions raised from all embar- 
assment and perplexity. But to do this thoroughly and with 
dearness, will require another article— perhaps more. 
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n. 

In my last communication I endeavored to show, that, by 
the end of the former church, is to be understood the consum- 
mation or end of the first Christian Age, or the close of that 
Dispensation ; and that the beginning of a New Age or Dis- 
pensation is, therefore, the beginning of a New Church. 
Although the church cannot exist without people, any more 
than heaven can exist without angels, still we may think and 
speak of the church as a system of doctrines, without any 
regard to the people professing those doctrines ; just as we may 
think and speak of a state as a form of government and code 
of laws, without any reference to the people who live under 
the government. Swedenborg often uses the word church in 
this abstract sense, especially when speaking of the end of one 
church and the beginning of another. Hence he frequently 
says, that, at the close of the former Christian Church, there 
was not a single genuine truth to be found in it, nor any genuine 
good ; by which he means, not as some suppose, that there were 
no persons in Christendom who were in any good or truth, but 
that the system of doctrinal theology then believed and taught by 
the clergy generally, was false and corrupt throughout. There 
was not a single genuine truth in the whole system. Funda- 
mental errors lay at the bottom of the reigning theology, and 
infected die entire mass. Hence the temple (the church as a 
system of doctrines, which had become altogether false) was to 
be utterly thrown down, and not one stone (falsity) to be left 
upon another. Yet multitudes of the people professing those 
doctrines were much better than the doctrines themselves. 
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While professing the doctrine of faith alone, “ the greater part” 
of them, as Swedenborg . himself declares, “ did not know what 
faith alone is,” but supposed “ that a life according to the pre- 
cepts of God in the Word is thereby understood $” “ believing 
no otherwise than that faith alone is to think concerning God 
and salvation, and how they ought to live.” Very few of the 
laity of his day, who professed the doctrine of justification by 
faith alone, really believed it, in such a sense as to frame their 
lives according to it. For our author again says, “ It is, how- 
ever, to be observed, that there are very few who thus live from 
doctrine;” and he adds, “It is from the Divine Providence of the 
Lord, that there are very few such.” (A. E. 233.) And it is 
a wise and merciful Providence, too, which men cannot too 
much admire and adore. 

Having shown what is meant by the Old Church having 
come to its end — having seen that many persons may profess 
that old system of doctrines, which is altogether false and 
corrupt, yet be at the same time in the life of truth, I come 
next to explain, and if possible throw a little light on what 
seems to be the chief difficulty of our friend “Inquisitor,” 
stated by him in the following words : “ What church are these 
good people who are in charity, and yet in errors of faith, 
members of? Of the New Jerusalem ? That seems strange ; 
for we are told by Swedenborg, that ‘ in the New Jerusalem 
there will not be any falsity of faith/ (A. R. 940,) and ‘that the 
New Heaven is formed of those who believe in the Lord God 
the Saviour, and go immediately to Him ; and that the rest are 
rejected.’— T. C. R. 108.” 

Now we say unhesitatingly, that “these good people who 
are in charity, and yet in errors of faith,” are members of the 
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church of the New Jerusalem. Why? For the reasons 
following : 

Since the time of the last judgment, all have been 
living under the New Dispensation, which then commenced. 
All “good people” — all of that class of whom our brother is 
speaking, are in connection with the New Heaven which was 
formed at that time, and, as to their internals, make one with it. 
Though they may be in falses externally and professedly — 
having subscribed a creed which contains falses — internally 
they are in truth , and a life according to it. Otherwise they 
conld not be “ good people,” nor “ in charity $” for says Sweden- 
borg, “ they who are in the good of love and charity, are as to 
the internal man in heaven.” (N. J. D. 9.) Internally , then, 
they are u consociated with the New Heaven in divine truths as 
to doctrine and as to life,” and feel and act in unison with that 
heaven; and all such, Swedenborg tells us, are of the New 
Jerusalem. (A. R. 879.) If these good and charitable people 
are not consociated with the New Heaven, then with what 
heaven are they consociated ? They must be in spiritual con- 
sociation with some heaven, otherwise they could not be good. 
Is there now an Old Christian heaven, distinct from the New 
Christian heaven, formed at the time of the last judgment? 
This, I know, is the doctrine not long ago put forth in the New 
Jerusalem Magazine ; and as it has not yet been taken back, 
nor corrected, we are left to conclude that the editors of that 
journal still believe in two new heavens, distinguished like the 
Old and the New Christian churches. But we are not aware 
of the existence of a shadow of evidence in the heavenly 
doctrines to support this peculiar view ; nor has it ever, to our 
knowledge, been advanced by, any body eke. For the present, 
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therefore, we must regard it as nothing more than a Baton 
notion , and treat it accordingly. 

We affirm, then, that all the good throughout the world, who 
are in any degree of charity, are at present in consociation with 
that New Heaven formed at the time of the last judgment, and 
together constitute the church of the New Jerusalem, which is 
a universal and truly catholic church. If it did not embrace 
within its pale all who are in good, or all who belong to the 
Lord's kingdom, it would not be a universal or catholic church. 
And all good and charitable people in Christian lands, whatever 
be their creed or outward profession, are internally and spirit- 
ually consociaied with that portion of the New Heaven called 
the New Christian heaven. These, therefore, constitute the 
New Christian Church, or the New Church specifically. For 
Swedenborg tells us “ that the church exists specifically , where 
the Word is, and where the Lord is thereby known,” (N. J. t>. 
246;) and he nowhere authorizes us to narrow the specific 
New Church down to those who openly profess the distinctive 
doctrines of this church. And whoever does this, does it with- 
out any adequate authority — does it without the least counte- 
nance from our illumined scribe. * 

But some of these good people, yea, many of them, it is said, 
are in falses of faith; and therefore they cannot be in the New 
Jerusalem, because our author declares, that, in it, “ there will 
not be any falsity of faith.” Apparently this is so $ but really 
not so. For in reality these good people are not in falses of faith. 
The falses which they profess— which are laid down in the 
creed — and which they are therefore said to be in, are not falses 
of evil. They are not really loved, but repudiated by them in- 
ternally — at heart. They do not enter into their life. They are 
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by no means in agreement with the good of charity in which 
they are principled. They are merely in the memory, or out- 
ermost court of the mind. They are falses which have been 
taught them, and which have been received in no other way 
than as scientifics are generally received. Therefore we say 
that these people are not really in the falses which they profess, 
and which they seem to be in, because the falses are not really 
in them, not being in the heart and life — not being falses of evil 
with them. At heart they are in the truth ; for only the truth 
is in agreement with the good of charity in which they are. 
They have the truth, in the only sure way, too, that a man can 
have it ; for they have it in the life — have it written on their 
hearts. 

It is said that those are in the church of the New Jerusa- 
lem, who receive the heavenly doctrines revealed for the use 
of this church. This is true. But who are they ? Who receive 
the heavely doctrines ? not in appearance merely, but in re- 
ality t To receive truths into the understanding or memory 
merely, so that we can think of them, and converse about then), 
is not to receive them so that they will surely abide with us. 
They cannot be said to be received by us, until they are vital- 
ized — until they are received into our will-principle, and made 
the rule of our life. Until then, they are only in the outer 
porch or vestibule of our minds, not permanently enthroned 
within. A man may receive, externally — into his understand- 
ing — all the truths of the New Jerusalem, and at the same time 
live according to the greatest falses — live in violation of the 
precepts of the decalogue. Such a person does not receive the 
heavenly doctrines. For, whatever his understanding may 
perceive, or his lips profess) his heart rejects them. They are 
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not in him. Sor is he in the New Jerusalem, for the New 
Jerusalem is not in him. That man, whatever be his outward 
profession, or his external church relations, forms, in reality, 
no part of the real New Church. So on the other hand, a man 
may have received great falses into his. understanding ; and yet 
those falses may not have obtained a deep and abiding place in 
his soul — may not have been received into his heart. He is 
not in those falses, if he be in the good of life, nor are those 
falses in him. At heart he is in the truth. He is, therefore, 
really, because internally and spiritually, in the New Jerusa- 
lem ; for, if he believes in the Lord, and lives according to His 
commandments in the Word, (as he must, if he be in the good 
of life,) he has the New Jerusalem in him, as to all its 
essentials . At heart, he acknowledges and worships the Divine 
Humanity, and is internally consociated with the angels of the 
new heaven. He may be externally connected with some ec- 
clesiastical organization, whose creed contains many and great 
falses ; or he may not belong to any visible body of Christians. 
And yet, if he be really in the good of charity, he is actually a 
member of the Lord’s true church, the New Jerusalem, which, 
as our illumined author teaches us, is not a visible body . His 
spirit is in consociation with the new heaven, and therefore he 
is in the New Jerusalem. Externally, and apparently, he may 
be in great falsities, and thus apparently out of the true church ; 
but Internally and really, he is in the truth, (for only the truth 
can be in agreement with his good,) and therefore really in the 
true church. And in this way it is, that a man may be in very 
great heresies by profession — by his creed — by what appears to 
the eyes of men, and at the same time be really a member of 
the church of the New Jerusalem, although it is declared that 
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in this church “ there will not be any falsity of faith.” For al- 
though his head be in heresies, his heart is not. Internally he 
is in the truth. And it is the state of his heart, or the quality 
of his internals, which determines him as being in or out of the 
New Jerusalem, the Lord’s true but invisible church. 

I am aware that much which I have here said, may seem , 
to one who is disposed so to regard it, like mere assertion. 
But, lest any one should persuade himself that such is really 
the case, I promise, in another communication, to fortify every 
thing I have here said, by an array of extracts from the heaven- 
ly doctrines, sufficient to satisfy any mind of tolerable candor 
and fairness. 



m. 

I promised your readers in my last communication, that I 
would, in this, fortify my position by ample quotations frgn 
Swedenborg. I proceed now to fulfil that p^mise. 

One of the positions assumed in my last, was, that men may 
be externally in the acknowledgment and reception of the truth 
and internally in the denial and rejection of it ; and that they are 
in the denial and rejection of it, if they be inwardly evil. A n ^ 
60 on the other hand, they may be externally in the acknow- 
ledgment and reception of great errors, but internally in the 
denial and rejection o k them ; and they are in the denial and 
rejection of them, if they be in charity, or internally in good. 
And as the New Jerusalem is not an external and visible body, 
but an internal, living, true and invisible church, therefore it 
depends not merely upon a man’s outward profession of faith, 
or upon his external church relations, whether he be in, or out 
of, the New Jerusalem. Externally, he may be in the reception 
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of the heavenly doctrines ; but internally, because of the evil of 
life in which he is, he may be in the rejection of them, and thus 
out of the New Jerusalem. So on the other hand, a man may 
be externally in the reception of great falses ; but internally, on 
account of his charity or good of life, he may be in the genuine 
truth, agd thus in the New Jerusalem. Now for the authority 
— the grounds on which these affirmations rest : 

“ Good of life is to be considered in the first place, that is, 
primarily ; for in proportion as a man is in goods of life, in the 
same proportion he is really in truths of doctrine , and not vice 
versa.” (A. R. 82.) “ Knowledges [or truths] are only in the 

entrance to the life while they are in the memory.” (A. E. 242.) 
“The church is not in man, unless truth is in the life; and 
when truth is in the life, then it is good” (A. R. 17.) “Who- 
soever has the life of charity, knows [internally] all things ap- 
pertaining to faith.” (A. C. 1798.) “All doctrinals whatso- 
ever, if so be they are derived from the Word, are accepted of 
th$ Lord, provided that the person who is principled therein be 
in the life of chanty ” (A. C. 3452.) “ If any one acknow- 

ledge for a doctrinal, that charity is grounded in faith, and he 
liveth in charity towards his neighbor, in this case he is not in- 
deed in the truth as to doctrine , but still he is in truth as to 
life ; consequently there is in him the Lord's church or king- 
dom.” (A. C. 3451.) “ If charity was in the first place, there 

would not be made more churches than one, by distinguishing 
between them according to opinions concerning the truths of 
faith ; but the church would be called one, containing all who 
are in the good of life” (lb. 6761.) “There are falses given with 
those who are in the good of life, but interiorly in these falses 
there is good, which causes the evil of the false to be removed ; 
hence that false before the angels does not appear as the false , 
but as a species of truth ; for the angels look at the interior 
things of faith, [which always depend upon the life,] and not at 
the exterior.” (Ib. 10,648.) “The falsities of their religion 
[all those who live in the good of charity] are accepted by the 
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Lord as truths , because inwardly in their falses, there is the 
good of love ; and the good of love qualifies all truth, and in 
such case qualifies the falsity which is believed by such to be 
truth.” (A. E. 625.) “ They within the church are in falses 

and at the same time in good, who are in heresies and in the life 
of good” (A. C. 8311.) “ It is no hurt to such [as live the 

life of charity] that they make profession of faith, and, consider 
it [alone] to be saving, like others ; for in their faith there is 
charity.” (A. C. 2388.) 

“It is manifest that the truths of faith cannot be acknow- 
ledged as truths, that is, the acknowledgment of them so much 
talked of cannot exist, except outwardly and in words only , 
unless they are implanted in charity ; otherwise inwardly and 
in heart they are denied.” (A. C. 2049.) “ Truth with man 

is altogether according to the principle of good which apper- 
tains to him.” (Ib. 2429.) “ The truths belonging to a man 

who is not principled in good, are indeed truths in themselves, 
but they are not truths in him.” (A. E. 48.) “ To tlfink only, 

and thence believe that charity saves, and not to will and ao^ 
accordingly, is the same thing as to believe that faith alone saves” 
(A. E. 458.) Such persons, therefore, though professedly and 
apparently in the truth, are really in the falsity of faith alone. 
“ That truths, which in themselves are truths, with one person 
are more true, with another less true, with some altogether un- 
true, yea, false, may appear from almost all those things, which 
in themselves are true, inasmuch as they are with every man 
according to his affections” (A. C. 2439.) This show^ that 
even the truths of the New Jerusalem may be more true with 
some than with others ; and that with some they may be alto- 
gether false, because of the evil state of their affections. “ He 
who is in evil as to life, is [internally] in the false as to doc- 
trine. It may, indeed, seem otherwise to themselves, who are 
in evil of life ; for when they make a lip-profession of truths 
from the Word, or from the doctrinals of their church, they 
suppose that they are in the belief of those truths. It appears 
also to them as if they were, but still they are not, if the life be 
evil . .... Falses agreeing with the evils of lusts, have place 
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interiorly with* those who live wickedly. That this is the case, 
is manifested clearly in the other life, when externals are there 
taken away, and such persons are left to their interiors .” (A. 

C. 7577.) “Truth with man is altogether according to the 
principle of good which appertains to him.” (Ib. 2429.) “ The 
truths appertaining to those who are in evil of life, so far as 
relates to themselves, are not truths ; and the falses which ap- 
pertain to those who are in the good of life, are verified [made 
true] that is, they are not falses in them . (A. C. 8149.) 

“ By faith nothing else is meant in the Word, but love to the 
Lord and love towards our neighbor, consequently a life agreeable 
to such love. Doctrinals and tenets of faith are not faith, but are 
only things belonging to faith ; for all and each of them are 
given for the sake of this end, to make man such as they teach 
him to be. This may appear evident from the Lord’s words 
where he teaches, that the law and all the prophets, that is, the 
whole doctrine of faith , consists in love to God, and in love 
towards <?ur neighbor, Matt. xxii. 34 — 39 ; Mark xii. 28 — 35.” 
(A. C. 2116.) 

We see from this, that we cannot know any man’s real 
belief or faith, by simply knowing his “doctrinals and tenets 
of faith,” since it is here expressly declared that these are 
ryot faith. If we knew the hearts of men — knew who are, and 
who are not, in love to the Lord and love to the neigh- 
bor— then might we know who are in a genuine and saving 
faith, and thus who are of the true church. But such know- 
ledge is the exclusive prerogative of the Divine Being Him- 
self. And our author concludes the paragraph from which 
we have just quoted with these words, and with more than thirty 
references, showing how this kind of teaching abounds in the 
heavenly doctrines : “ That there is no other faith which can 
properly he called faith, was shown in the First Part of this 
work, n. 30—38, 379, 389, 724, 809, 896, 904, 916, 989, 1017, 
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1076, 7, 1121, 1158, 1162, 1176, 1258, 1285, 1316, 1608, 
1798, ’9, 1834, 1843, ’4; and thus heaven itself consists in 
love to the Lord and mutual love, n. 537, 547, 553, 1112, 2057.” 
In one of the passages here referred to, it is said, that “ the 
church is never predicated of the intellect, but invariably of the 
will — having its ground solely in love and charity.” (809.) 
And in another it is said, that “ those who only know what is 
true , are many of them in hell.” (896.) And a third makes 
mention of persons, “who, notwithstanding their maintaining 
that faith alone saves, have nevertheless lived a life of charity ; 
for their faith was .influenced by charity from the Lord.” (1077.) 
All of which goes to prove that there may be an internal heart 
reception of the truth with some, who, according to their creed 
or doctrinal profession, are in great falsities ; and an internal 
heart rejection of the truth with others, who understand and 
profess to believe it. Can we determine then by the doctrines 
that are professed who are in or who are out of the New Jeru- 
salem or true church of the Lord ? 

We might go on multiplying extracts of the character of 
those above cited almost indefinitely. But it is unnecessary 
to add more on this point, or by way of confirming the posi- 
tion that a man is really in truth or falsity, thus really in the 
church or out of it, according as he is internally in good or evil ; 
and not according to his lip-profession of true or false doctrine, 
or according to his merely external church relations. Our illu- 
mined author teaches nothing more plainly than this : that a 
man may make a lip-profession of the truth, yet not be really 
in the reception of the truth ; that he may belong to that out- 
ward and visible body of people which men call the church, and 
yet not belong to the invisible, living, and true ehuroh of the 
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Lord — the New Jerusalem. So, on the other hand, jt is equally 
plain from the teaching of the heavenly doctrines, that a man 
may be in the external acknowledgment or lip-profession of 
great falsities, and yet not be really in those falsities ; and he may 
be externally connected with a visible body of men, supposed to 
be no church — supposed to be spiritually dead — and yet may, 
internally and really, belong to the true and invisible church ; — 
may be much nearer to the New Jerusalem, than many who 
understand and externally acknowledge all the doctrines of 
heaven. v 

Although nothing seems to be more plainly taught in the 
heavenly doctrines than this, yet nothing seems to have been 
more strangely or generally overlooked by the receivers of 
these doctrines. And it is for this reason that I have deemed 
it important to multiply quotations to the extent I have. Until 
the truth on this subject is generally seen and acknowledged, 
we shall continue, as we have thus far gone along, in the old 
beaten track of the previous churches, who have separated from 
each other solely on the ground of a difference in doctrinals. 
But as “ doctrinals do not serve to distinguish churches before 
the Lord,” therefore we should not allow the external reception 
and acknowledgment of doctrinals, of one sort or another, to 
distinguish persons as in , or out of, \ the New Jerusalem. Or, 
if we do allow this, we may be sure that the Lord does not. 
And we ought not to allow what He does not. 

But one of the essentials of the New church is, “ an acknow- 
ledgment of the Lord that He is the God of heaven and earth, 
and that his Human is Divine.” Can any one be in the New 
Jerusalem, it is asked, who is not in its essentials , or who has 
not the essentials of this church in him? Certainly not And 
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as this is another difficulty (we grant that it is an apparent one) 
which presents itself to the mind of our friend “ Inquisitor” — 
and not to his alone, perchance, but doubtless to the minds of 
many others — I will, in my next communication, apply myself 
to its solution. I will endeavor to show from the heavenly doc- 
trines, who they are who really acknowledge and worship the 
Divine Humanity, and thus who are really in this essential of the 
New Jerusalem. 



IV. 

Swedenborg repeatedly says that “ the acknowledgment of 
the Lord, and a life according to the commandments of the 
decalogue, are the two essentials of the New Church.” (A. R. 
491.) Accordingly he assures us that all those are admitted 
members of the New Jerusalem, “ who believe in the Lord and 
live according to his commandments in the Word,” (A. R. 925;) 
and that all this class of persons are what is signified by “ they 
who are written in the Lamb’s book of Life.” Sometimes he 
6ays that the acknowledgment and worship of the Divine Hu- 
manity is an essential ; and that “ the new heaven is formed of 
those who believe in tie Lord God the Saviour, and go imme- 
diately to Him ; and that the rest are rejected.” (T. C. R. 108.) 
Now it is asked — Can any one be a member of the specific New 
Church, who is not in the reception and acknowledgment of 
this fundamental doctrine of the New Jerusalem? We answer: 
No — certainly not. 

But here, again, we are liable to be greatly deceived by 
appearances — -misled by mere lip-profession. We are apt to 
think that all who profess to believe in and worship the Divine 
Humanity, really do so ; and that all who make no such pro- 
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fession, deny and reject that Humanity. And thus it is that 
men now, as in the most ancient times, are beguiled and 
ensnared through the subtlety of the serpent. Nor are the 
readers of the Heavenly Doctrines exempt from such liability, 
although they, of all other people, ought to rise above the 
fallacies of the senses. They, of all others, ought to know 
that the worship of the heart, which is ever to be regarded as 
the essential thing, may be, and often is, very different from 
that of the lips ; that, while the acknowledgment and worship 
of the latter may be according to the truth, that of the former 
may be far from it — and vice versa . It by no means follows 
that a man really worships the Lord, when he does so formally 
and with the lips ; or that he does not worship Him in reality , 
when he offers no external and formal worship. So a man 
may talk much about the Divine Humanity, and be loud in his 
professions of love and worship, who knows nothing of the 
Divine Humanity in his heart. I have heard it remarked that 
when a person has much religion to talk of \ it is pretty good 
evidence that he has but precious little of the right sort. So, 
may not a man who really knows but very little about the 
Divine Humanity — who has, I mean, but little foarJ-knowledge 
of it — endeavor to make up for his deficiency, or perchance to 
conceal it, by excessive talk about it ? And on the other hand, 
may not a person who never talks at all about the Divine 
Humanity — who has seldom or never heard the expression, 
perhaps — be nevertheless a sincere worshipper of that Hu- 
manity? It is with the heart that the Divine Humanity is 
truly acknowledged and worshipped. Swedenborg says, “To 
act according to the precepts of the Lord is truly the worship 
of Him;” and “the real worship of the Lord consists in per- 
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forming uses ; and uses consist, during man’s life in the world, 
in every one discharging aright his functions in his respective 
station.” 

Now, it is possible, according to our illumined author, for a 
man to be in the real heart acknowledgment and worship of 
the Divine Humanity, who outwardly and with the lips may 
not be in such acknowledgment and worship. None who are 
inwardly evil, do truly acknowledge and worship the Divine 
Humanity, whatever they may profess ; while all who are 
inwardly good, or in the life of charity, are in the real , though 
they may not be in the formal acknowledgment of this essen- 
tial doctrine of the New Jerusalem. Accordingly Swedenborg, 
speaking of the “ Lord’s Divine Human,” says : “ This is 
denied in heart by all who are in the life of evil, that is, by all 
those who despise others in comparison with themselves, who 
bear hatred towards all who do not pay them due respect,” &c. 
“ Hence it is evident,” he continues, “ that they who are in the 
life of evil cannot acknowledge the Lord, but form to them- 
selves innumerable contradictions against Him, inasmuch as 
they are receptive of an influx of phantasies from hell ; whereas 
they who are in the life of good , acknowledge the Lord [in 
his Divine Human — for it is the Lord’s Divine Human of 
which our author is here speaking] inasmuch as they are under 
the influx of heaven, the principle whereof is love and charity.” 
(A. C. 2354.) Here we are taught that those who are in the 
life of good do really acknowledge the Lord’s Divine Human, 
while they who are in the life of evil do not acknowledge it in 
reality , though they may acknowledge it with their lips. 

Again our author says : “ This principle [the Lord’s Divine 
Human] also they extinguish within themselves, who contend 
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in favor of faith alone, and do not live the life of faith. But 
they who live the life of faith , [as many do who profess faith 
alone,] adore the Lord with bended knees and humble hearts 
as God the Saviour, thinking nothing at the time from doctrine 
concerning the distinction between the Divine nature and the 
Human nature ; in like manner in the Holy Supper. Hence it 
is evident that with these the Lord’s Divine Human is in their 
hearts” (A. C. 4724.) Thus we see that persons who live the 
life of faith, though they may be in falses of doctrine, and may 
know or think nothing of the Divine Humanity, are neverthe- 
less in the real reception of that Humanity. They have the 
very spirit and life of the doctrine u in their hearts ” 

Again : All are now in the New Jerusalem, who are in the 
heavenly marriage — i. e. in conjunction with the Lord. And 
Swedenborg says that this conjunction takes place with “ the sim- 
ple in faith and in heart,” before there is any open and formal 
acknowledgment of the Divine Humanity. “ Before the Lord’s 
Humanity is acknowledged [externally and formally] to be 
divine, there is indeed a marriage of the Lord with the church , 
but only among those who approach the Lord and think of his 
Divinity, and not. at all whether his Humanity be Divine or not ; 
this, the simple in faith and in heart do, but men of learning and 
erudition do so but seldom.” (A. It. 812.) This agrees with what 
is frequently said elsewhere ; as in the treatise on Heaven and 
Hell, where, after saying that all in heaven perceive the Divine 
in none other than the Human form, it is added : “ Such being 
the perception concerning the Divine in the heavens, it is 
consequently implanted in every man who receives any influx 
from heaven to think of God under a human shape. Thus 
thought the ancients, and thus also the moderns think, both 
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without the church and within it. Simple-minded persons see 
God in thought as an old man encompassed with brightness. 
This inherent perception is extinguished by all those who have 
removed heavenly influx by self-derived intelligence, or by a 

life of evil Their idea [i. e ., the idea of simple-minded 

persons] is, that God is the Divine in a human form; that 
an angel is a heavenly man ; that their own soul — which is to 
live after death — is like an angel ; and that the life of heaven 
in man is to live according to the divine precepts. These, 
therefore, the angels call intelligent, and fitted for heaven .” 
(II. H. 82, 86.) Now are not the simple-minded persons 
here spoken of, and who the angels say are “ fitted for hea- 
ven,” really in the New Jerusalem, be their outward profession 
of doctrines and their external church relations what they may ? 

It is, then, according to the teaching of the heavenly doc- 
trines, that men may be really and at heart in the acknowledg- 
ment and worship of the Divine Humanity, who are not 
externally or professedly in such acknowledgment; and there 
is reason to believe that this is actually the case with multitudes 
at the present day. Therefore, men may be, internally and 
really , members of the Church of the New Jerusalem, (which, 
it should ever be borne in mind, is no visible body of people, 
but composed, as our author declares, “of the good in the 
universal world,”) who are not externally and professedly such. 

* But are not the half dozen (even supposing there were no 
more) good Swede nborgians, “ the only New Church on earth 
most properly and specifically speaking?” By no manner of 
^means, friend “Inquisitor.” This is not a rational view of the 
subject, ftnd certainly it is not the teaching of Swedenborg. 
That these good Swedenborgians make a part of the New 



Digitized by Google 




108 



ADDENDUM. 



Church no one would think of denying. We are not aware that 
any one ever has denied this. But we do no more than repeat 
the declaration of Swedenborg, when we declare that they do 
not make all of the New Church. They do not embrace all 
“ who are written in the Lamb’s book of life”— or all “ who be- 
lieve in the Lord, and live according to his commandments in 
the Word.” They do not constitute any part of the external of 
the New Church ; yet the external is just as much a part, and 
as necessary a part, of every church as the internal ; and our 
author assures us that the external of the New Church consists 
of a great multitude who are in very external states of life, yet 
cohering intimately with the internal, as the body of a man with 
his head. (See A. R. 363, also A. C. 6587.) Our friend, * 
“ Inquisitor,” and all who would limit the specific New Church 



in the manner that he seems inclined to, appear to make no 
provision whatever for the external of the New Church. They 
seem to forget that Swedenborg declares the external church to 
be just as necessary as the internal. They would have a head, 
or even heart and lungs, without a body. And when they 
affirm that the great multitudes in Christian lands, who are in 
external states of life — in the merely literal sense of the Word, 
but in some degree of charity — are not in the New Church spe- 



cifically, they not only speak without authority, but directly * 
contrary to the explicit teaching of Swedenborg. ^ ^ 

Thus have I yielded to the request of “ Inquisitor Aind 
given my “ best attention” to the queries he has raised. Itave 
not touched upon some of the minor points in his article, ^ 

ing that if I succeeded in removing the main difficpltieKthe 



lesser ones would vanish ' 



jS^jng touched. 
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